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Consumers’ Research Bulletin 


OFF THE EDITOR’S CHEST 


T has often been observed and deplored that 
the American people are inclined to be extravagantl, 
enthusiastic over one new development or product after 
inother in the field of health and nutrition. With a 
good advertising campaign, supplemented by propa- 
ganda judiciously dispensed in newspapers, magazines, 
and from the lecture platform, it is not hard to persuade 
goodly number of people that they simply must eat 
ran, or spinach, or black-strap molasses, or yoghurt, 
ise a mouthwash, take vitamin pills, or some other 
1ewly discovered or exploited product, in order to be 
ealthy 
Some twenty years ago, health experts came to the 
onclusion that we were subsisting largely on a diet of 
1ighly refined foods and that as a result constipation 
nad come to be a national affliction. The remedy advo- 
ated was more roughage in the diet. Full-page adver- 
isements began to appear in magazines and newspapers 
xtolling bran in some form or other as ‘‘a regulator, 
© balance the modern diet,” “full strength bran for 
tubborn or chronic constipation, due to insufficient 
yulk in the diet,”’ “Bran flakes offer one delicious. way 
help keep you active,” “‘All-Bran is a dietetic correc- 
ive,” and “His health improved 40% after use of 
.ellogg’s All-Bran.” 
Impressive studies were made at Yale University and 
at Teachers College, Columbia University, in New York 
ity, by nutrition experts to show that bran had a 
lefinite and harmless laxative effect. One set of re- 


earchers drew the conclusion that since the feeding 
periments on rats had produced no lesions of any 
kind, feeding bran in moderate amounts to human 
beings was a safe procedure. Publicity and advertising 
gave wide circulation to these views and brandished 
the findings at anyone who dared to suggest, even in 
mild fashion as Dr. Walter C. Alvarez of the Mayo 
Clinic did, that bran was quite undesirable for people 
with frail digestive tracts. Consumers’ Research was 
subjected to and withstood heavy pressure from pro- 
moters of bran, and refused to be influenced by such 
limited research as supported the bran fad. CR ex- 
posed the misleading implications of advertising copy 
for bran and called to the attention of CR subscribers 
the dangers of indiscriminate use of bran and other 
roughage. Our position of skepticism was reinforced 
as reports increased from medical men regarding the 
damage to health from too much roughage in the diet 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Consumers’ Research functions to provide unbiased 
information on goods bought by ultimate consumers 
For their benefit (not for business or industry) and 
solely with the funds they provide, CR carries on tests 
and research on a wide variety of goods, materials, 
and appliances, and publishes the findings in CR 
Bulletin. Consumers’ Research is a non-profit in- 
stitution, and is organized and operates as a scientific, 
technical, and educational organization 

Scientific and Technical Staff and Editors: F. J. 
Schlink, R. Joyce, D. C. Aten, M. C. Phillips, Erma 
A. Hinek, F. X. Hinek, and A. R. Greenleaf. Edi- 
torial Assistants: Mary F. Roberts and B. Beam. 
Business Manager: C. D. Cornish 
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AUTOMOBILE RADIATORS in new cars are a source of 
trouble to at least one manufacturer. In order to con- 
serve scarce copper, General Motors last spring developed 
a coated steel radiator tank which went into many Chevro- 
lets, Cadillacs, Buicks, Oldsmobiles, and Pontiacs be- 
tween June and Uctober 1951 Trouble developed shortly 
after the cars were put- into service by purchasers, re- 
ports The Wall Street Journal Radiators developed rust 
which clogged cooling lines and in some cases motor blocks 

cracked before drivers realized what was the trouble. It is understood that 
these tanks are now being replaced free of charge with tanks made of brass. 
Another company, unnamed, is said to have tried out radiators made of aluminum 
but without success Stainless steel is currently being experimented with for 
the purpose 
* > > 

NEEDLES FOR HOME SEWING are best bought by the size needed rather than 
the set, suggests a government publication Althcugh "sharps," the medium- 
length, round-eye needles, are most used, women who have difficulty in seeing 
to thread a needle will find "crewels" which have an elongated eye more con- 
venient to thread. The long eye, however, makes the needle more fragile and 
easily broken at the eye end. 


> > > 


TELEVISION SERVICING continues to be a source of consumer complaints in 
various parts of the country. One of the most illuminating accounts of an in- 
vestigation into the practices of a particular service company was published by 


the Better Business Bureau of St. Louis, Inc., in December 1951 The Bureau 
reported that since the fall of 1950 it had received inquiries and complaints 
about television servicing that numbered as high as 500 a month The name mos@® 
frequently mentioned was the A-1 Television & Radio Co. and the chief complaing 
was that service charges were too high. The Bureau selected three different 
makes of television sets, had all parts secretly marked for identification, had 
defective tubes inserted in two sets, and a defective fuse in the third, and : 
sent the sets to A-l Television & Radio Co. for repairs Charges ran $32.40, 
$24.28, and $28.74, and in all three cases new parts were found we have been 
substituted for perfectly good parts in the sets and the custome illed ac- 
cordingly. The fuse replacement job for which $28.74 was charged - one of the 
A-1 Television & Radio Co.’s shops and which included several unnecessary re- * 
placements was handled efficiently by another television service shop of the : 
same company for $5.30 The St. Louis Better Business Bureau is to be con- 
gratulated on its excellent service to the consumers in its locality The re- 
lease giving the complete story of the investigation is available at 10 cents 


from the St. Louis Better Business Bureau, St. Louis 1 


> > * 


MOTELS are so popular with American motorists that they are beginning to 
make serious inroads on hotel trade, according to reports of a 1951 convention 
in Miami Beach. Many of the mushrooming motor courts offer fine rooms, low 
rates, and service with a personal touch, while too many hotels are still 
offering the traveler by automobile inadequate parking facilities, unwanted 
luxuries, insulting clerks, impudent bellboys, and imept cooks, in the opinion 
of some of the hotel men who addressed panel discussions 

> > > 

“TORCH SWEATERS" was the name given by the newspapers to highly flammable 
sweaters that "exploded" into public notice last January. Made of brushed 
rayon which burst into flame in close proximity to a lighted match or flame, 
the offending sweaters burned so rapidly that they seemed almost to explode. 
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A Boat on Your Budget 





EOPLE who have considered yachting a millionaire’s 
sport may be surprised to learn that they can buy a 
family boat for little more than the cost of a two-week 
family vacation and that even a large cruising boat with 
sleeping accommodations need not cost more to buy and 
maintain than the usual mountain or seashore cottage 
This report has been prepared for those whose ludget is 
limited and who therefore wish to get the highest value 
they can for the dollars they spend on a boat 
A greatly increased interest in small boats in recent 
years has produced two important results. First, boat 
builders, who until recently built largely to individual 
specifications, have increased the number of stock models 
or class boats and have thus been able to take advantage « 
mass-production techniques. Second, materials such as 
aluminum, plywood, and spun glass plus plastic whicl 
because of the dies and molds invoived, can be used only 
on a mass-production basis, are now being used with con 


siderable success 
New Stock Models 


The most significant trend in the development of new 


Models 


for car-top or trailer transportation not only greatly ex 


models has been in the direction of portability 


tend the owner's “cruising range” but also give him the 
great advantage of being able to take the boat home for 
the wrnter, for storage in his garage or back yard, eliminat 
ing the cost of a boathouse or slip. Such an arrangement 
not only saves storage tees but keeps the boat close at 
hand for work during spare moments in the winter or 


spring 


New Materials 

Since a well-made small! boat can have a useful life of 
about 30 years, it is not yet possible to evaluate reliably 
the new construction materials which have come on the 
market within the past five or ten years. Some of them 
however, have been in use long enough to show some ad 
vantages and limitations 

To a large extent, these new materials successfully 
Weather 


are the 


eliminate or check the causes of depreciation 
ing, Marine growth, and corrosion (in salt water 
prime causes of depreciation of a boat, and counteracting 
them requires hours of painting, caulking, and general 
repair work each season. It has been estimated that the 
average boat owner spends one hour on such mainte 
nance for every three hours of sailing 

Aluminum. Successful in canoes, it has also been ap 
plied to rowboats and outboard motorboats. The alumi 
num boat is not easily damaged, even with the roughest 
use, and it requires a minimum of hull maintenance in fresh 
water. Its light weight makes car-top transportation and 
portaging easy, reduces its draft, and increases its speed 
and maneuverability 
is not easily modified for sail or motor, and the buyer is 


Disadvantages are that the boat 


limited to the use of standardized accessories, sold at 
high prices. In salt water, aluminum corrodes, and there 
fore must be anodized (a factory process) or protected with 
a coating of paint, which is difficult to apply and easily 


scratched off. CR, however, has no information at present 


on how well anodized aluminum withstands corrosion from 
salt water. Aluminum hulls (particularly canoes) are less 
stable than other types and must have flotation tanks to 
keep them from sinking when swamped. But for all 
round rough use and for almost complete freedom from 
maintenance, the aluminum boat is a desirable purchase 

Molded Plywood 
wood requires no caulking and is highly resistant to de 
terioration and leaks. The smooth hull surface also makes 
Perhaps more important, some molded ply 


Because it is seamless, molded ply 


for speed 
wood boats are available in kit form with the hull complete 
ly fabricated, and decking and accessories are to be as 
sembled by the buyer. Since the hull is the chief reason 
for failure in the assembly of prefabricated kits, plywood 
hulls improve the amateur's chances of completing a suc 
cessful assembly of a boat from a kit of parts 

The weak spot of a plywood hull is the edge of the 
plywood sheet. Once water is allowed to penetrate be- 
tween the plies through this edge, deterioration is rapid. 
The edge therefore requires very careful painting and 
regular inspection Plywood is extremely tough, and 
resilient enough to resist penetration, but it is subject to 
Sanding and painting are neces 
Repair of hull 


damage by abrasion 
sary, although caulking is not required 
punctures that may occur is extremely difficult 

Spun Glass. Under such trade names as Fiberglas and 
Permagias, spun glass has been used for molded boat hulls 
for about five years. Many of its characteristics require 


further confirmation, but it shows promise of overcoming 





19-foot Lightning (Skancateles Boats Co., Inc.) 
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a number of the disadvantages of wooden hulls. Because 
spun glass is seamless and resistant to rot, worms, and 
marine growth, it requires very little maintenance. The 
hull can be dragged up on a beach, turned upside down, left 
exposed to the weather, and relaunched the next spring witt 
no ill-effects. The hull does, however, become dingy from 
weathering and wear, and the owner will probably want 
to paint it occasionally. Repairs, which should rarely be 
necessary, because the hull is tough, can be made without 
difficulty by the application of a special patching com 
pound, but this material will not keep unless it is refrig 
erated, and it is better practice to order it from the manu 
facturer when it is needed — even though this entails keep 
ing the boat out of service until the compound arrives 
Individual modifications for shelves, lockers, and seats 
require more than simple carpentry, but they are not 
so difficult to make and fit as in the aluminum: hull! 
Because of the high specific gravity of the material, 
spun glass hulls require air tanks or built-in buoyant 


material to prevent sinking if upset, at a consequent 


sacrifice of space. For the boat owner whose time is 
" 


limited and who takes no joy in painting or caulking, the 
spun glass hull is as free from the need for attention as the 
aluminum one and is available in a wider range of models, 
which have greater stability but much greater weight 


|'Common Errors in Choosing a Boat 

rhe costly mistakes usually made by inexperienced buy 
Sers do not involve the make of the boat but the type and 
model chosen. Since the first vear’s depreciation is by 
far the highest, buying a boat which turns out to be un 


suitable can he an expensive error Outgrowing a hoat 


Pennant Jr. 23-foot Auxiliary Cruiser (F. Schneider) 


on the other hand, is usually a slow process and permits a 
good deal of sailing time per dollar of depreciation. The 
prospective purchaser should enlist the aid of an experi 
enced person to go over the boat problem thoroughly be 
fore deciding to buy. (Don't let the salesmen make your 
decision for you.) 

Buying too Small. Often because of a lack of confidence 
in his own seamanship or in an attempt to economize, a 
buver will choose a boat that is too small. Small sailing 
craft are tricky to handle, and are far from being as 
safe as the larger ones, especially for those lacking skill 
and experience. For this reason alone they are de 
cidedly not to be sailed by the crew of six-year-olds 


More 


over, the owner cannot learn anything from using a 


which some advertisers feature in photographs 


one-sail boat beyond the merest rudiments of sailing skill 
because it does not have the balance or delicacy of a two 
sail rig. The beginner should not buy anything under 14 
feet long, and a length of 16 to 18 feet is better 

Buying a canoe or motorboat that is too small not only 
leads to discomfort but to actual danger through over 
crowding. Cruising is not enjoyable when each crew 
member has to entwine his legs about the trunk of the man 
ahead of him. And when the waterline creeps up to within 
an inch or two of the gunwale because of overloading 
waves, or the wash of a passing speedboat can swamp the 
boat easily The buver may neglect to allow space for 
fishing tackle, cruising duffle, life preservers, or for an 
unexpected friend, and too many attempt to buy a 
craft that is far too small for even reasonable comfort 
In a canoe, 14 feet is the minimum safe length; motor 
boats may run smaller provided the owner knows how 
large his crew and equipment are likely to be 

Buying too Big The desire to kee p up with the deep 
water Joneses, or the magic ol the phrase “sleeps four,” 
often results in a much larger investment than necessary 
or a boat too large to be handled easily and safely by the 
owner and his regular crew 

Every extra foot of boat means that much more to 
paint, caulk, and store, thus added cost for materials and 
labor More important, however, is the fact that the 
boat may lie idle many a week end because the owner is 
\ big boat 


may give you a longer cruising range m open water 


unable to get together a crew to handle her 


but its draft will keep you from visiting many interesting 
shallow bays and coves. A 30-foot boat is amply large 
for a family of four unless long deep-water cruises are 
planned 

Building a Boat at Home 


plans is usually a waste of time and money. Even building 


suilding from homemade 


from professionally made plans is risky unless the builder 
can work with the care and skill of a cabinetmaker. As 
sembling a boat from prefabricated parts entails some 
risks, but it can be done by a competent handyman 
Prefabricated kits save the buyer money in two ways 
First, the freight charges are much cheaper than transpor 
tation on an erected boat, and in many localities this ts a 
Second, 
the buyer saves the cost of labor in assembling and finish 
ing the hull 
then steam bent on a mold at the factory will not neces 
sarily provide a good tight fit when assembled by the 
buyer. A prefabricated kit which has been assembled 
and taken down at the factory prior to shipment is more ex- 
pensive, but the difference is worth while in terms of pro 
Bay City Boats, Inc., Bay City, 


real saving on any boat more than 16 feet long 


Parts which are merely cut to shape and 


tection of the buyer 
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Mich., offer this kind of kit for motor and sailing models 

Some manufacturers offer a choice of kits for the same 
boat, the difference in price corresponding to the stage of 
completion of the kit. One kit, for example, includes a 
completely assembled hull which the buyer need only 
paint and rig. Another includes a completely assembled 
frame, on which the buyer puts the planks himself. F 
Schneider, College Point, N. Y., offers a choice of five kits 
for his series of 16- to 23-foot Pennant sloops. Douglass & 
McLeod, Inc., Painesville, Ohio, offer the 17-foot Thistle 
in kit form with the molded plywood hull complete. Such 
kits greatly improve the beginner's chances of completing 
the job, but before buying any kit it is well to get assurance 
from the maker that parts spoiled through error or care 
lessness will be replaced at reasonable cost 

Secondhand Boats. One of the serious pitfalls in buying 
second hand is the homemade boat. Stock models can 
usually be depended on for reasonably adequate per 
formance, but many a homemade boat particularly a 
sailboat turns out to be entirely unmaneuverable. No 
matter how tempting the price, no prospective purchaser 
of a boat should buy a homemade one without extensive 
trials under every kind of weather condition. Under no 
circumstances should the inexperienced person buy any 
used boat on dry land without knowing positively of its 
condition and seaworthiness; besides, the boat should be 
carefully inspected when out of the water by a man with 
boat experience even though it may mean paying the costs 


of hauling. 


The Choice of a Boat 


The canoe provides versatility and genera 
The poor repu 


Canoes 
satisfaction at a relatively low initial cost 
tation of canoes for safety is usually due to careless han 
dling by users, and their wrong choice of model. A con 
servative model (Old Town OTCA) is not only safe as canoes 
go, but it can be handled easily under sail or with a light 
outboard as well as by paddle. A guide model (low ends 
instead of high pointed ones) is much the safer choice for 
open water, since there is no high bow for the wind to 
catch and whirl off course 

\ canoe is probably the most desirable car-top boat, 
since no sacrifice in sturdiness is necessary to achieve 
lightness. With an average weight of 80 pounds, it can 
ride snugly on a standard bar carrier (wooden bars are 
best) at normal cruising speeds. A sailing rig can be 
bought for about $40, or made for much less. A bracket 
for attaching an outboard motor is also an inexpensive 
and useful attachment 

The choice between aluminum and canvas for a hull of 
a canoe will depend upon personal preference rhe 
aluminum hull is lighter and relatively trouble free, but the 
Grumman requires the higher-priced Grumman accessories 
for sail or motor. The Saguenay can be modified only by 
an expert in welding of aluminum, since accessories are 
not available. Neither is as stable as a canvas boat, but 
both have flotation tanks which will keep boat and crew 
afloat after a capsize. If car-top travel or portaging is a 
factor, the aluminum canoe is considered superior. Not 
only does it weigh less initially, than the canvas canoe 
but it does not absorb the 10 to 20 pounds of water which 
add to the end-of-season weight of canvas hulls 

Among canvas canoes the Old Town and Penn Yan 
products are very closely matched, Old Town making 
slightly sturdier ribs and Penn Van slightly heavier plank 


. 
Mg The deciding factor here should be the model best 


Grumman 17-foot Aluminum Canoe 


suited to your requirements, and the delivered price 


To provide portability, several col 


Collapsible Boats 
lapsible canoes have been designed, the most widely adver 
tised being the Folbot This consists of a collapsible frame 
over which ts fitted a rubberized fabric skin, the entire out 
fit fitting into two large carrving bags which together weigh 
58 pounds. The Folbot requires about 30 minutes for as 
sembly and is by no means as sturdy or as roomy as a 
canvas or aluminum canoe There is a wide diflerence of 
opinion as to the worth and usefulness of such boats, and 
CR is not in a position to speak positively on the ques 
tion. However, it is considered that for travel by auto 
mobile, a conventional canoe ts about as convenient to 
transport The Folbot is therefore not recommended ex 
cept for those who intend to travel to their vacation areas 
by train 

M otorboats 
a motorboat as his first craft because it seems analogous 
with which he is familiar. Of course 


Many an inexperienced boat buyer favors 


to the automobile 
if he is interested in nothing more than rapid and de 
pendable transportation to and from a fishing spot, this 
will be a good choice, but if his interests in boating are 
wider, he might do well to consider a sailing craft of the 
type which can be used with an outboard motor. Such a 
craft would give him the safety and dependability that he 
seeks and (for relatively little additional cost) the added 
pleasure and sport of cruising or racing under sail 
Generally boats 16 feet in length and under should be 
equipped with outboard rather than inboard motors. The 
outboard hull can usually be carried on car top or trailer 
with the motor stowed in the car trunk. Loading and un 
loading an inboard boat poses a real problem with a 
trailer unless special equipment is available. The out 
board arrangement offers better resale possibilities, since 
either the hull or the motor can be sold or traded in sepa 
rately. Many owners buy only a motor and attach it to 


rented rowboats This scheme makes for ease of trans 
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Old Town 17-foot Canvas Canoe 


portation, low investment, and little maintenance; but good 
performance may be lacking if the rental boat is not de 
signed for outboard use. 

The choice of the proper size of motor for a specific 
hull cannot be expressed as a formula because of the large 
number of variables involved. Not only hull dimensions 
but also average number of passengers and average weight 
of tackle or equipment influence the choice to such an ex 
tent that trial and error is the safest way to solve the prob 
lem. When possible, a motor should be bought only with 
the understanding that it can be exchanged (on a basis 
which does not penalize the purchaser) for a more or a less 
powerful one should it fail to perform properly on the 
hull. It is important to realize, however, that a speed of 
7 to 10 miles per hour is satisfactory for general pur 
a fact that automobile drivers find hard to accept 
Too small a motor will give vou 


poses 
until they experience it. 
low speed and little maneuverability 
may cause an upset upon the first acceleration, tear off the 


Too large a motor 


transom to which it is attached, or gradually loosen the 
entire hull structure through engine vibration and con 
tinued pounding of the hull. 

For general family use, 
“composite” 


the molded plywood, spun 
glass, and so-called (heavy canoe construc 
tion) hulls are recommended in that order because of 
comfort, appearance, and low maintenance 

The inboard boat provides good efficiency (at the cost 
of more maintenance because of the propeller-shaft stuff 
ing box and a number of other items), but relatively few 
models are available within the price range covered by 
this report. An inboard motor can, of course, be repaired 
with far less hazard than an outboard motor during stormy 
or rainy weather. A secondhand inboard boat should be 
bought only if it is equipped with a marine engine. Marine 
and automotive engines differ so radically in load, opti 
mum revolutions per minute, and other performance 
characteristics that the automotive engine conversion is 
rarely satisfactory for marine use 

Sailing Craft. The selection of a sailing craft has been 
much simplified and the market value somewhat stabil 
ized by the recent increase in the number and types of 
class boats. 

A class boat is one which has been built to exactly the 
same specifications as every other boat in its particular 
class. A class boat is roughly comparable, say, to a 
Chevrolet, which is the same as every other Chevrolet of 
the same year, style, and model. There is one important 
difference, however; unlike the Chevrolet, boats of the 
same class may be made by different builders and even by 
home craftsmen, provided the boat embodies all the 
specifications of the class. Thus there will be qualitative 
differences in construction and finish, although perform 
ance should be generally uniform. 

Whether new or used, a class boat is more desirable 
than a non-class boat because (a) the design has been 
tested by wide use under a range of conditions and has 


proved at least reasonably seaworthy and maneuverabk 
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(b) performance characteristics can be checked before 
buying by consulting vachting magazines or class records, 
(c) replacement sails and repair parts are available from 
stock and do not have to be made to order, and (d) resale 
value is higher, because of (a), (b), and (c). A class boat 
built by a reputable and large manufacturer (Skaneateles 
Boats Co., Inc., Skaneateles, N. Y., for example) has al 
most as firm a resale “‘book"’ value as a used car 

The choice of rig available in new construction within 
the price range covered in this report is limited to the cat 
(one sail) and the knockabout or sloop (mainsail and jib) 
The cat rig, rarely available in sizes over 17 feet, is con 
sidered safer for beginners because there is only one sail 
to tend, the hull is “beamier,”’ and the boat can be very 
quickly brought up into the wind in a squall. But the 
concentration of weight all the way forward and the in 
ability of the rig to sail close into the wind makes it less 
safe than the knockabout rig in many situations. Further 
more, the cat boat is very quickly outgrown, for as soon 
as its owner becomes proficient he will become impatient 
with its lack of performance The buyer who is con 
sidering a cat rig for safety during his learning period would 
do better to pay for a few sailing lessons. Their cost will 
be outweighed by the better investment he will make in a 
knockabout or sloop rig 

The knockabout or sloop rig is available in either keel 
or centerboard models, and the choice will depend upon 
local waters and specific needs. If most sailing is to be 
done in shallow areas and if the boat is to be sailed up 
onto a beach for a picnic, the centerboard boat is the 
(Don't believe claims that a centerboard 
Most such boats are un 


obvious ( hoice 
boat “lets you go anywhere.” 
manageable with the board pulled up unless they are 
running directly before the wind.) 

The keel boat offers a roomier cockpit and sturdier 
construction because of the absence of the centerboard 
trunk and slot and the ability of the boat to right itself 
but the weight in the keel will sink it unless it is equipped 
with flotation tanks. Centerboard boats will heel over to 
a certain angle and then capsize but usually will not sink 
Keel boats require a dinghy (a rowing boat used as a 
tender) as their fixed draft limits their range 
they are difficult to haul out for storage or to transport 


and because 
on a trailer. Such boats are not recommended in sizes 
under 18 feet 
for racing The Pennant sloops (F 
Point, N. Y.), on the other hand, are well-designed keel 
boats suitable for cruising as well as racing 

\ relatively between keel and 
centerboard is available in the 17-foot Thistle which 
carries a 70-pound lead weight as part of its centerboard 
a trailer, and the weighted 


unless they are to be used exclusively 


Schneider, College 


recent compromise 


The Thistle is portable on 
centerboard eliminates decking and thus provides more 
room inside the boat, but this design requires flotation 
tanks. 

The amount of decking you require will depend upon 
the kind of sailing you expect to do and the number in 
your average crew. A great deal of decking, as in the 
Snipe (available from several builders), permits the craft 
to heel over at a sharp angle without swamping but seri 
No decking at all, as in the 
provides ample 


ously limits cockpit space. 
Penguin (Skaneateles Boats Co., Inc.), 
space, but unless the hull is rather beamy (thus reducing 
speed), the danger of swamping is considerable. 

\uxiliary power for boats in this price range is readily 
furnished by an outboard motor. The motor bracket can 
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be mounted off center if it interferes with the rudder. As 
one gains experience, the motor can be dispensed with 
and replaced by a pair of oars, because a day with no 
breeze at all is very rare, and with a pair of oars one may 
pull even a sizable boat if conditions are not too unfavor- 
able. 

Because of the many variables which enter into the 
selection of a boat (local waters, distance from the manu 
facturer, and experience and personal needs of the buyer), 
the ratings given below cannot be considered dependable 
in any absolute sense, but will -be useful for general guid 
ance. 

Manufacturers of canoes and motorboats generally 
follow the same construction specifications for all sizes 
and models 
specific manufacturer can normally be applied to his line; 
the buyer may choose the size and model which meets 
his needs. In class sailing craft, however, the con 


Hence, the rating applied to one model by a 


struction specifications are part of the design and are not 
determined by the manufacturer. Hence the ratings of 
sailing craft are more extensive All prices, which have 


been “rounded” in some cases, are f.0.b 


Canoes 
ALUMINUM 
Ratings .apply for fresh water use only; see text 


A. Recommended 


Grumman Standard (Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp., 
Bethpage, L.I., N.Y.) $186 plus $9 packing charge; 
painting $16.75, optional. Length, 17 ft. 
tion, design, and performance, excellent 


Construc 
Accessories 
are available but somewhat more expensive than a 
cessories for wood boats. Weight, 68 Ib 


B. Intermediate 


Saguenay (Saguenay Aluminum Canoes, Chicoutimi, 
Quebec) $85 crated, unpainted, plus 224% duty 
Length, 16 ft 


though design is not as refined as the Grumman. Al 


Construction and performance, excellent, 


though somewhat less stable than the Grumman and 
considerably less so than the canvas canoes listed be 
low, this is an excellent craft for the reasonably ex 


perienc ed canoetst 


CANVAS 
A. Recommended 
Old Town OTCA, C. S. Grade (Old Town Canoe Co., Old 
Town, Maine) $200. Length, 17 ft 


this is a good beginners’ boat and is 


Weight, 


Roomy and safe 
rather than fast, 
useful for all general purposes except racing. 
80 Ib 

Old Town OTCA, A. A 
$200. Length, 17 ft 


Grade (Old Town Canoe Co 
Differs from C. S. Grade (see 
above) in the use of mahogany instead of spruce and 
various hardwoods for seats, thwarts, and trim, and in 
the more careful selection of matching and blemish-free 
woods. The premium price pays for appearance rather 
than durability. 

Yan Rainbow (Penn Yan Boats, Inc., Penn Yan, 

) $200. Length, 17 ft 
design affords less space than Old Town OTCA, although 


Weight, 77 Ib. 


Construction, good, but 


similar in almost all other respects 


COLLAPSIBLE 
B. Intermediate 


Folbot (Folbot Corp., Loug Island City, New York) $170. 
Carrying bags, $13 per pair. Length, 174% ft. Lacks 
sturdiness and rigidity. The advertising claim of being 
easy to assemble is not justified. See text 


Outboard Hulls 
MOLDED PLYWOOD 
A. Recommended 


Northern Pike, Model 510 (Dunphy Boat Corp., Osh 
kosh, Wis.) $240. Length, 12 ft. Its 99-lb. weight 
makes this a satisfactory car-top boat, but its carrying 
capacity is limited to 450 Ib. May be used with 1- to 


7! 2 hp motors 


SPUN GLASS 
A. Recommended 


(Bee tle Boat Co., Inc New Bedford, Mass.) 
3.in. boat (claimed to seat 5) requires 
its weight of 130 Ib. @ 


BB-Fisher 
$260. This 10-ft 
only a 2.5- to 5-hp. motor, bu 


high for easy car-top travel 


B. Intermediate 


Petrel (Cape Cod Shipbuilding Co., Wareham, Mass.) 
$400. Length, 15 {t. The long forward deck cuts dowa 
on usable passenger space, and the weight of 235 Ibj 

Aside from these 

Takes 


makes it only fair for trailer transport 
limitations, this is a good boat for open water. 
5- to 10-hp. motor. 


CANVAS AND WOOD (COMPOSITE 
A. Recommended 


Penn Van Trailboat Open Standard (Penn Yan Boats; 
Inc $240. Carries 500 Ib. with a 5-hp. motor. 14 
ft. length and 116-lb. weight makes this a good trailer 
boat Decked Standard ($270, 132 |b 
with 40-in. deck 


is same model 


B. Intermediate 


Stern (Old Town Canoe Co.) $275 and $295. 
This model is 44 Ib. heavier than Penn 


Square 
Length, 14 ft 
Yan Open Standard, above Che greater weight pro 
vides little more room and makes transportation more 


difficult Takes 2'4- to 10-hp. motor 


Sailing Craft Under 16 Feet 
SPUN GLASS 
A. Recommended 


BB-Swan (Beetle Boat Co.) $690, plus $65 for sail. With 
: 8 in.) and rig (cat), 


in the limitations of size (12 ft 
this boat rates high in safety and performance, even in 


rough water. Price is high for its size 
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Cape Cod Bulls-Eye (Cape Cod Shipbuilding Co.) $1500 
plus $120 for mainsail and small jib. This 15-ft. 8% 
in. keel boat is very well designed and rigged but much 

Draft of 2% ft. limits its use in 


overpriced almost 


shallow water 


WOOD CONSTRUCTION 
A. Recommended 


(Oxford Boatyard Co., Oxford, Md $200 
This 1349-ft. model is fitted 
with skegs (vertical triangular pieces taking the place 
of the afterpart of a keel) instead of centerboard and is 
undecked 


Oxford Dory 


plus $10 crating charge 


In spite of one-sail rig, price makes this at 


tractive as a beginner's boat Bronze-fastened !4-in 


marine plywood (not molded). Not in production at 
present time 

Cape Cod Lawley (Cape 
keel model, $695 centerboard model, 
A 15-ft 


servative sail area 


$645 
plus $88 for sails 
plywood boat with con 
This boat 


Cod Shipbuilding Co.) 


bronaze-fastened %¢-in 
Stainless-steel rigging 
is not in production at the present time 
Rhodes Bantam (Skaneateles Boats Co., Inc 
N.Y.) $710 (kit, $409). Length, 14 ft. Bronze-fastened 
I Available also in kit 
“as much boat for the 


, Skaneateles, 


4-in. plywood. Galvanized rigging 
Well designed, but not 
money" as Cape Cod Lawley, above 


form 


pong Craft 16 to 20 Feet 


A. Recommended 


Comet (Skaneateles Boats Co., Inc.) $800. This 16-ft. boat 


Its high popularity makes resale relatively easy. Trailer 


: has a good combination of cruising and racing qualities. 
. 


transportation is not difficult 
Lightning (Skaneateles Boats Co., In 
A racing model with good sailing 


$1315 (kit, $735 
qualities, this 19-ft 
design combines speed with a roomy cockpit and con 
siderable stability The Lightning class is very large 
and resale 
lass Sloop (F. Schneider 
\ keel boat of excellent 
absence of centerboard 
permit ample space for overnight cruises. Available in 
Monel-fastened 


18s €as\ 
College Point, N.\ 


and con 


Pennant ( 
$1025 


struction 


performance 


Raised deck and 


kits in various stages of completion 

34-in. white cedar and cypress 
Thistle (Douglass & McLeod, Inc., Painesville, 

$1375, plus 


eliminates sharp heeling and permits use of an undecked 


Ohio 
$125 for sails. The weighted centerboard 
hull. A spacious boat with good performance, but price 
is comparatively high Iwo kits are offered at $785 
and $940, less sails 


Sailing Craft Over 20 Feet 


A. Recommended 


Pennant Jr. Auxiliary Cruiser (F. Schneider $2650 
A 23-ft 
outboard power 
cellent, as in the 18-ft. model 


has lavatory and ample waterproof locker space. Hull 


craft, which can be fitted with inboard or 
Construction and performance are ex 


Sleeps two or three, and 


can be purchased alone for $850, or with all parts to 
finish boat, $1850 
> * > 
Bay City Boats, Inc., Bay City, Mich 
selection of knocked-down models of large 
as suitable for 


fers a wide 
sailing craft 
for home assembly which are considered 
pure hase by the skilled craftsman 


Caution Necessary with New 
and Unfamiliar Drugs 


ONSUMERS are very likely to assume that 
C any accepted or widely-used drug is safe to 
take. Such an assumption is actually unjustified, 
for there have been manv cases of serious injury or 





death caused by drugs even when given under the 
control of a physician. Unfortunately, the 
bilities of danger with the use of new drugs and 
are never fully under- 


died, 


possi- 


even some fairly old drugs 
stood until people have or suffered serious 
injury to health. 

The drug Dicumarol, which is a trade 
bishydroxycoumarin U.S.P., was, 
recent article in the Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Association by Dr. Nathan Flaxman of Chi- 
fatalities result 

Eleven fatal 


December 


name tor 
according to a 


cago, the commonest cause of 


ing from drugs given by mouth 
hemorrhages have been reported since 
1946, bringing the total number of recorded deaths 
to 32 

\ drug methylphenylethylhydantoin (‘‘Mesan- 
three fatalities. rrimethadione 


‘Tridione’’) and phenacemide 


toin’’) caused 
‘Phenurone™’ 
other drugs that caused death 

was well thought 


were 

At one time, 
of in medical circles and was used 
in the diet; then it was dis- 
lithium compound was 
and the lithium chloride 
with 


lithium chloride 
is a substitute 
for sodium chloride 
covered that the 
and deaths, 


causing 
serious injury 
preparations used as salt substitutes were 
drawn from the market 

\spirin, 
acid, has been the cause of occasional deaths 


more correctly known as acetylsalicylic 


Pvrithylidine (trade narne ‘*Presidon’’) caused fa 


talities, after which it was withdrawn from the 


market and its sale discontinued by the manu- 
tacturer. 

Phiocyanates and cinchophen have been frequent 
reactions over a considerable 


causes ol serious 


period of years. There has been a tendency to us¢e 
antibiotics as though they 


harmless, but they should not be reg: 


some of the 
fectly 
as casual remedies to be 


were per- 
irded 
used in minor illnesses 
for there have been six fatalities due to penicillin, 
and five to streptomycin 1946 


Streptomycin is particularly likely to cause injury 


since December 


or death 
liver function. 


patients having inadequate kidney or 
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Lipsticks 





IPSTICK, in its early days, was chiefly de- 
signed to enhance the natural appearance of 

the lips and was formulated almost exclusively on 
the use of eosin, a bromo acid dye, to deepen their 
natural color. The social customs of some 20 years 
ago held in disfavor any suggestion of artificiality 
and “the painted woman” look was quite un- 
fashionable. At the present time, however, there 
is great emphasis on bright shades which have no 
resemblance whatever to natural lip coloring, and 
there is a pronounced trend toward those lipsticks 
which stay on well 

The name “indelible” as applied to such lipstic ks 
is something of a misnomer but apparently some 
change has recently been made in the formula of 
several brands to improve their staining and stay- 
ing quality when applied to the lips. The formu- 
lation of a satisfactory lipstick is one for a skilled 
chemist, and its production is most effectively 
carried out by a competent and experienced manu- 
facturer. Asa matter of fact, one trade journal has 
commented that most lipsticks on the market are 
turned out by one big manufacturer Private 
rooms are provided in the plant where authorized 
personnel prepare the ‘‘secret’’ formulas 

The lipsticks first marketed stained the lips to a 
color slightly more intense than the natural shade 
When this effect lost favor in the world of fashion, 
coloring materials known as “‘lakes’’ were added to 
eosin dyes to obtain more brilliant shades. The 
choice of colors used is limited exclusively to D. & 
C. colors which are those certified by the Food and 
Drug Administration as safe for such purposes 
Che base to which they are added is a complex 
blend of oils and waxes 

Although the ingredients used may be non-toxic, 
there continue to be reports of irritation from lip 
stick chiefly known as cheilitis, an irritation of the 
skin sometimes called “‘fever sores."’ Burning and 
swelling of the lips have also been reported. Thes 
untoward effects were attributed to an allergic re 
action to some one ol the ingredients ora combina 
tion. Medical men hold the indelible dyes pri 
marily responsible for any unpleasant symptoms 
Where women are allergic to these dyes, known as 
bromo acid dyes, there is no remedy except to give 
up indelible lipsticks and substitute one of the 
non-indelible type, which admittedly does not stay 
on very well. Since lipstick is now the cosmetic 
most universally used in America, 
who have lipstick difficulties find the remedy wors« 


many women 


than the disease. In a public opinion survey it was 
reported that 93°) of the women queried used lip 
stick. 


In the past year or two, full-page advertise- 


ments have heralded an ‘“‘amazing new lasting lip- 
stick,"’ one “that won't eat off, bite off, kiss off.”’ 
his is Hazel Bishop lipstick, manufactured by the 
Kolmar Laboratories, one of the biggest manufac- 
turers of lipstick in the United States. Actual use 
tests indicated that the new lipstick had a rather 
high degree of staining quality, but it should be 
noted that after a very favorable write-up of Miss 
Bishop appeared in a business journal, a dis 
illusioned reader wrote the editors that after apply 
ing one of Miss Bishop's “‘supposed miracles’’ she 
discovered that she could easily wipe it off and that 
it came off on a cup of coffee so extensively that 
very little was left on her lips. It is possible, how- 
ever, that she did not follow explicitly the direc- 
tions for use which stress the importance of thor- 
ough blotting of an application on the lips. 

There are several other lipsticks that claim im- 
proved “‘indelibility While complete indelibility 
is, of course, one of those cosmetic miracles that oc- 
curs only in the mind of an advertising copywriter, 
these new lipsticks do show a considerable amount 
of staying power. At the same time it should be 
kept in mind that one trade expert, writing in the 
Drug and Cosmetic Industry, has commented that 
there have been “reports of greater incidences of 
irritation in the newer sticks."’ It has also been 
noted by cosmetic buyers in stores in various sec- 
tions that these new lipsticks have created a new 
demand for smaller jars of tissue creams to treat 
the lips at night Their 
apparently has made removal more of a problem 


super-staining quality 


In making an examination of a number of well 
known brands of lipsticks, Consumers’ Research 
had them subjected to two tests: (1) an animal 
injection test to determine whether there were any 
irritating factors present (aside from the possibility 
of causing allergic reactions ind (2) toa “blot 
ting test’’ to determine their lasting quality on a 
comparative basis In the animal injection tests 
all 12 brands included in the project appeared to 
be free of toxic properties. Except for the possibk 
allerey factors noted, ill 12 brands are considered 


safe to use They were therefore rated on their 
performance in the blotting test 

rhe prices given are those paid, exclusive of the 
20 percent federal excise tax imposed on luxury 
items. A wide variation in the price per lipstick ap 
pears in the listings, but as a rule the smaller sizes 
were lower in price. Price comparisons were not 
made because information in CR’s files indicates 
that lipstic ks are customarily pure hased for color 
and, since fashions change frequently in this re- 
spect, a lipstick is likely to be discarded long be- 


fore it is completely used up 
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Caution: Be sure that the lipstick purchased is 
a fresh one taken from new stock. Some salesgirls 
have an unsanitary habit of drawing a lipstick 
across the back of their hand or that of their cus- 
tomer to demonstrate the color when applied to 


the skin. 


A. “ ecommended 


Hazel Bishop Lasting Lipstick (Hazel Bishop, Inc., 745 
Fifth Ave., New York City) $1.10. Medium red 
Gave best performance in blotting test of all lipsticks 
examined. 

Helen Neushaefer Lipstick “with lasteen"’ (A. Sartorius 
& Co., Inc., 13-11 111 St., College Point, N. Y.) 39c 
“Candy Kisses.” 

Helena Rubinstein's Stay-Long Lipstick (Helena Rubin- 
stein Salon, 655 Fifth Ave., New York 22) $1. “Red 
Raspberry.” 


Revion “‘Indelible-Creme” Lipstick (Revlon Prods. Curp., 
745 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C.) $1.10. “Love that red.” 


B. Intermediate 


Avon (Avon Products, Inc., 30 Rockefeller Plaza, N.Y.C.) 
95c. “Ripe Cherry.” 

Coty “Sub-Deb" Lipstick (Coty, Inc., 730 
N.Y.C.) $1.10. “No. 80 medium.” 

Cutex Stay Fast Lipstick (Northam Warren Corp., 50 E. 
57 St., N.Y.C.) 59c. Clear red. 

Dorothy Gray (Dorothy Gray Ltd., 445 Park Ave., N.Y.C.) 
$1. “Red Trey.” 

DuBarry (Richard Hudnut, 113 W. 18 St., N.Y.C.) $1. 
“Rose Cerise.” 

Elizabeth Arden (Elizabeth Arden, 681 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C.) 
$1. “Striking.” 

Max Factor (Max Factor & Co., 
red, No. 1. 

Pond's “Lips” (Pond's Extract Co., 60 Hudson St., 
N.Y.C.) 29c. “Rascal Red.” 


Fifth Ave., 


Clear 


Holly wood) $1. 


Device for Locating Studs in Walls 





HE Dowser (Ford Products, Tuckahoe, N.Y.), 

$2, consists of a clear plastic tube 2% inches 
long and about 7% inch in diameter containing two 
steel balls, one about 44-inch diameter and the 
other about 4%-inch diameter. One end of the tube 
is closed by a plastic cap and the other by a tri- 
angular-shaped base with a small foot at one of 
the corners. 

The triangular end is held against the wall with 
the “foot” at the top. In this position the tube 
has a slight downward inclination towards the 
floor, and the balls rest at the end of the tube 
farthest away from the wall. The wall is then 
struck a blow with the fleshy part of the hand at a 
point about 6 inches above or below the Dowser 
ind the movement of the small ball noted. (See 
This is repeated at about every 2 or 3 
At some loca- 


Figure 1.) 
inches horizontally across the wall 
tions of the tube, the small ball will move a mini 
mum distance away from the large ball. It is in this 
region that the stud is located. This space is usual 
ly about 6 inches wide and its center will be the 
center of the stud. The maker recommends that, 
in view of the lack of uniformity of the wall struc 
ture, the user should repeat the test along a vertical 
line at several levels 

Ihe device seems to work well after the user has 
had a little practice with it, but it is believed that 
in view of the price of the Dowser, it need not be 
regarded as a necessary tool for the average house 
holder, who can locate a stud on the rare occasions 
when he would need to do this just about as easily 
by tapping the wall with a light hammer and listen- 
ing to the sound Spaces between studs produce a 
hollow sound, while at the location of the stud 
positions, the wall sounds more “‘solid."" On some 
walls, depending upon the thickness and rigidity of 


the plaster, indications of the Dowser are not posi- 
tive. On the other hand, in such walls, it may be 
difficult or impossible for the non-expert or even 
an experienced craftsman to locate studs by the 
hammer-and-listen method 














Figure 1 
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Television Receivers 





A. Recommended 


Craftsmen TV Chassis, Model RC-101 (The Radio Crafts 
men, Inc., 4401 N. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 40 
$242.10 (price does not include picture tube, audio 
amplifier, speaker, and mounting accessories) The 
Craftsmen RC-101 is available from most mail-order 
radio-supply houses and also from firms that specialize 
in custom-built high-fidelity audio equipment. It 
is suggested that you write to the manufacturer for the 
name and address of a dealer in your locality Tuner 
is designed particularly for use in custom-made or 
built-in” cabinet and with amplifying and speaker 
equipment of above-average quality The Craftsmen 
would thus be of interest to those persons who desire a 
television receiver capable of high-fidelity reproduction 
of sound so that they would be prepared in the event 
that there is a future substantial increase in that very 
small proportion of the programs now telecast which 
warrant concern for sound quality (Under present 
conditions, the interest in TV programs is visual, pre 
dominantly, and there appears to be little concern on the 
24 tubes, plus 


1 rectifer tube, 4 selenium rectifiers, tuning eye, and 


part of the public for tonal fidelity 


yicture tube Workmanship, very good Accessi 
I | 


Radio Craftsmen RC. 


bility for servicing, very good Frequency stability 
(lack of tendency to drift when tuned), picture sta 
bility, -and brightness, all good Picture resolution 
(the ability of the receiver to reproduce faithfully 
the fine detail present in the transmitted picture 
The set 


has excellent video sensitivity on the low band, and 


very good (over-all band widths, 4 m« 


very good on the high band (approximately 20 micro 


of the TV 
separated, fall close to or on each 
This effect, called line pairing, re ors sh i clearness of 
picture image and in addition makes - 
from the set in order that the viewing 
comfort of eyestrair The larger the pict tu t , noticeable 
detect 


>. 


volts on the low; 40 microvolts on the high). The 
Craftsmen RC-101 should thus be an excellent receiver 
for use in fringe areas by those who can use a tuner 
and assemble it with other necessary units. Linearity of 
sweep circuits, good. (When there is poor linearity, the 
picture will tend to be distorted either horizontally or 
vertically Stability of sweep circuits, good (with poor 
stability, the picture will roll or “tear”; with good 
stability, it is seldom necessary to change the settings of 
the horizontal and vertical “hold” controls Inter 
lace', good Used separate intermediate-frequency 
amplifiers for the sound and video signals; CR prefers 
this method to the intercarrier system now used on 
almost all TV receivers Electrical fidelity curve mea- 
sured at output of audio detector stage was flat within 


1 db. between 20 and well over 20,000 cycles, considered 


very good. Distortion, low (less than 2©7, between 40 and 
20,000 cycles, very good While men Ri 

101 is a tne instrument for its pu cost when 
completed will be high and may rur ) wer $500 
(if a 20-in picture tube is chosen ! ough the 
ampliher and speaker equipment of medium 
quality. Leakage current, 0.6 ma msidered ex 


CESSIVE AAS 


u Mont Strathmore Aller DuMont Labs 
Paterson, N. |] $390 onsole model 


constructed plywood cabinet. Watts input 
? 


rectifiers, tuning indicator 


Mask size, 11 x 1414 


Workmanship, good; accessibility for servicing 


tubes plus 


rectangular picture tube 


fair. Frequency stability, good. Picture stability, ¢ 
Brightness, good, with very good rendition of 

tones Picture 
widths, 4.1 to 4.2 m« 


high band $5 and 5O mi 


tively Linearit ol sweep cir 


esolution, ver good 

SETISILIVITS er 
low and 
interlace was only average, with sor pairing 1 
evidence Intercarrier sound circuit er-all electrical! 
fidelity of audio section, down 6 db. at 100 and 3600 
cycles, poor Estimated tonal range from 10-in. PM 
speaker, 70 to 7000 c.p.s., fairly g vod 
1.8 watts at 10% distortion at 400 c.p.s., fair The 


sound section is only average, but in most other respects 


Power output 


the set is above average. From the shock hazard stand 


point, the Strathmore was exceptiona good in that leak 


age current (the measure of the potentiality of shock) was 


only 0.2 ma., which is considered gligible 3 


mposed of two 

, rs each 

1g sits st esigne t lines from 
between the On many 

ivers now available r es ead being 
viewing tube 


not cause 
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Phosphates and Phosphoric Acid, 
Undesirable Food Ingredients 





Editor’s Note: 


rable use of 


The labels of 


lred fool produ 


lie bre fillings, 
and cake and rol 
done any work 


fo many kind ‘ 


we know no one has 


fron of pnosbnates 


fe procedure, from tre con 


1 consnh ling food chem 


see wihal 


of food produ 


main 


conta 


"1 comic 


to the inimal 


for { contained s 
amounts of phos Phe lt 
highest 


D! 


pro icts 


imounts we latins ot s1 
' 
two brands, and two 


! mon-pie fillings 

In addition to this group of food products, « 
food produ ts to which phosphates are added 
chiefly 
percen 
has im «at 


foods from 


about l 


phosphated or self-rising flour 


of 


monocalcium phosphate is used, which 
id reaction The the 


is a is a 


soluble residuum in 


use of this leavening agent 


laxative the same substance as the sodium phos 
phate used medicinally Monocal 


cium phosphate is also used asa leavening agent in 


as a laxative 


cakes, bis uits ind I kerv sweet goods, and is the 


basis of one of the two most popul ir types ot baking 


1 
ed 


powder, the 
The a d 
used in some | 


th 


SsO-Ca 


phosphate baking powder 


odium pyrophosphoric acid 

lf 
one ot the products in 
Jeli) 
ilcium phosphate 
it 
v 1 the 
fact that the addition of 


unde sirable 


iking powders and optionally in sé 
rising In the « 
cluded in the reported later 
Rice Pudding tn n en tru 


was present, 


if 


ise ot 


ippare anti-caking agent to 


Aside from the 


phosphates to foods 


prevent hardening or of the product i 


pac kage. 
there 


Is Somme 


pharmacological research which was done some 


years ago which indicates that pyrophosphates may 
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phos phate s as ingredient 
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ment rancidity Disodium phosph ite is to be 
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government research scientist, with a calcium salt 
for the firming 
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of iron when the amount of iron present was barely 
sufficient (as it will be for many persons, particular- 
ly women and children) Chis finding was sub- 
stantiated by work of P. Rehm and J. C. Winters 

Some of the other experimental findings that 
have been published at various times since 1935 
bearing on this subject are abstracted in the mate- 
rial which follows. 

E. M. MacKay and ] 


ments on albino rats that an excess of inorgani 


Oliver found in experi- 


phosphate (as phosphoric acid or the acid, basic, or 
neutral phosphate of sodium or potassium) re- 
sulted in pronounced renal (kidney) lesions 
W. M Cox, Ir and M 


productive performance of rats was poor when the 


Imboden found that re- 
diet contained excessive phosphorus. Experiments 
indicated that their diet should have about 0.6 
percent of calcium and about the same concentra- 
tion of phosphorus (a 1:1 ratio) or even somewhat 
less phosphorus 
tium or phosphorus resulted in poor reproductive 
performance. With the right ratio between cal- 
cium and phosphorus, reproduction, growth, and 


Excessive intake of either cal- 


Calcification were excellent even when the concen 
tration of vitamin D in the diet was low or the 
Vitamin was absent his indicates the delicacy 
Of the balance that may exist in nutritional ques 
fions, and the unwisdom of self-prescribed use of 
Vitamins and minerals in the diet on the advice of 
@ patent medicine or drug or food manufacturer or 
dealer 

Other work of Cox and Imboden showed that 


fhe safe ratio between calcium and phosphorus de- 
pended upon the amount of the calcium being ri 
Geived in the diet The ratio becomes more critical 
When high levels of certain minerals are found in 


the diet 


Concentration of phosphorus but this must be pres 


rhe diet must not only contain the proper 


roper reiation to 


Other eciemenis to be adequ ite ly used by the box 


@nt in the proper form and in the 


This, of course, argues for the use of natural food 
substances and foods which have not been modified 
or altered by the need of a pac kaged food manufac 
turer to obtain certain flavors, cooking or keeping 
qualities, freedom from caking tendencies, chemical 
leavening, or other characteristics which he thinks 
desirable from a marketing or storage standpoint 

Tetany (defined earlier in this article) may, ac 
cording to A. T. Shohl and S. B. Wolbach, be a 
result of consuming too little calcium and too 
much phosphorus in the diet, and these authors 
found also that a high phosphorus intake in con- 
junction with low calcium intake tends toward de 
velopment of rickets in young animals when the 
vitamin D intake is low. 

C. Dienst found that a long period of administra- 
tion of phosphoric acid produced acidosis in experi- 
mental animals, and this could not be controlled 
by increasing the alkali reserve of the body with 
sodium chloride. 


A. T. Shohl found that acid diets tend to in- 
tensify rickets. In one of his papers he reported 
that an incorrect ratio of calcium to phosphorus 
(that is, too much phosphorus in relation to the 
amount of calcium) increases the need for vitamin 
D in order that normal calcification of teeth and 
bones shall take place; that greater amounts are 
needed when the calcium-phosphorus ratio was be- 
yond certain definite limits in either direction 
Extra vitamin D was not needed for the production 
of normal bones when the calcium-phosphorus ratio 
was correct. The facts brought forward here with 
to the relation of excess phosphorus to 
vitamin D may account for the rather marked 
tendency toward the giving of vitamin D medici- 


respect 


nally in recent vears: the growing use of the vita- 


min, particularly with adults, may be an un- 


conscious (and, of course, highly imperfect) attempt 
it an adaptation to the increasingly unbalanced 
condition of the diet that arises from overuse of 
phosphates and phosphori at id ] Marek, ) 
Wellmann, and L. Urbanyi reported that rickets 
may develop if the normal calcium-phosphorus 


ratio is upset, even when calcium and magnesium 


are present in adequate amounts in the diet. They 


found that correct metabolism depended upon the 


right calcium-phosphorus ratio; that an excess of 
result in a marked 
Nicolay sen ind | 


} 


Jansen also considered that a proper ratio of cal 


phosphorus in the diet may 
shift in the bone structure. P 


cium and phosphorus intakes would eliminate the 
need for vitamin D in the diet of rats to prevent 


rickets 

H. C. Struck showed experimental) 
phosphorus content in the diet was the cause 
decre ised phosphorus content of muscl ilter 


initial period in which the phosphate content of 


the muscle increased here is a transformatior 


through various intermediate steps from organi 


phosphate to inorganic phosphate plus organi 


compounds when work is done by a musck 
Contraction of the muscle is followed by re ippear- 
ince ol organw phosphate is such 

J. Haldi reported that whe large amounts 
ilcium and phosphorus were added to the diet 


the excess calcium was nearly all excreted, whereas 


the excess phosphorus was largel ibsorbed, plac 


| 
ing a great burden on the kidneys. The increased 
ntake of calcium and phosphorus interfered with 
the absorption of foods in the alimentary tract and 
nterfered with the fat content of the body, which 


was reduced 


M. C. Smith and H 
ence with the retention of phosphorus, calcium, 


Spector reported interter- 


etc., when mineral oil was taken Che interfer- 
ence was so serious that normal calcification of the 
bony structure was not possible. Even with an 
adequate intake of calcium and phosphorus, with 


cod-liver oil, severe rickets was produced and five 
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times the minimum protective dose of cod-liver 
oil did not prevent rickets when the diet contained 
mineral oil (amounting to 10 percent of food in- 
take This is another illustration of the serious 
imbalance of body processes that mav be produced 
by ingestion of what appear to be ordinary and 
relatively harmless or even physiologically inert 
substances 

S. N. Farmer reported that cancers contain an 
abnormally high content of phosphorus; that an 
increase in phosphorus in the body has been noted 
in manic-depressive insanity, and that in leukemia 
a disturbance of phosphate metabolism 
note that although the find- 
with re- 


there is 

It is interesting to 
ings of Restarski, Gortner, and McCay 
spect to the damage done by acidulated drinks con- 
taining phosphoric acid have not been refuted in 
any quarter, the state and federal government food 
and drug officials have taken no'action to discour- 
ive the use ol phosphoric ac id in beverages or in 
foods It would surely seem that the time had 
come for action to be taken on the basis of the ex 
isting, well-established knowledge of the h irm done 
by phosphoric acid in the cola drinks, and in other 
food and beverage substances This knowledge 
should be applied by formulation of federal and 
state laws and regulations which would prohibit the 


distribution to consumers of all of the popular bev 


erages, soda fountain products, and candies, in 


which phosphoric acid appears as an added in- 
gredient. In view of the work of the Naval Medical 
Research Institute investigators, serious considera- 
tion should be given also to the restriction ol 
idded acetic, citric, and lactic acids in food products 

lo show how potent as corrosives are the acids 
used as food ingredie nts, we may instance a recent 
British study in which it was found that the at 
mosphere in a drug factory in which there was a vers 
small amount of free tartaric acid mixed with other 
substances as a dust produced erosion ‘of the teeth 
of girl workers d*tectable after an exposure of six 
months. The amount of the acid was estimated as 


small proportion of one milligram per 


ess than two muillionths of a pound of 


7 At the 


present time there does not appear to be any effec- 


the very 
cubic meter 


the powdered acid per cubu 


tive restriction of the quantities of phosphoric acid, 
phosphates and acidic or other “diet-unbalancing”™ 
materials that may be added in the preparation of 
commercial foodstuffs; the decision as to quantity 
seems to be left entirely to the taste and judgment 
sub- 


food or beverage manufacturer Che 


important; decisions should not be 


ol the 
ject is vitally 
left to the judgment of any group or interest that 
is not qualified professionally in medicine, nutri¢ 


tor ind biochemistr 


Off the Editor’s Chest 
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In the short space of ten vears time, ¢ R's re 


[x ited warnings were substanti ited sO comple tel 
that in 1943 


( onsick I ible 


1 popular fashion magazine with a 
volume of advertising could carry an 
forthright, 


foods enjoved popularity is a con 


irticle which commented: “At 


tine roughage 
stipation cure-all t man’s digestive tract 
not equipped to take care of these foods in 
\I in 
1 result of overburdening the digestive system with 


these rough materials.’ Yet in earlier years such 


quantities disturbances, some serious, are¢ 


magazines carried an impressive number ol 


wivel 
tisements extolling the virtues of bran cereals and 
bran muffins to supply the “required bulk.’ 

rhe same era saw the rise of vitamins as a cure 
tor nearly all the ills to which the human race is 


heir Vitamins are organic chemical substances 


found in various foods that are essential, some 
in exceedingly small amounts, to the body's normal 
growth, health, and well-being lhe person who 
eats three good meals a day of well chosen foods 
will likely not need to worry about vitamin defi- 
ciencies or be obliged to take supplementary vita- 
mins in pill or capsule form. But at the peak of 


their popularity the ad-men succeeded in making 


ns seem a taming 


Vitam 
were added to tace creams, soap, re weparas 
| break! { | nd taken 

I iv 

relieve 

, yi 

other ulments, 
le tor vanous 


\dmin- 


were 


re the claims mac 
ood and Drug 
id the Federal Trade Commission 


iking 


that the 


busv over a period ol. several years 


the horsefeathers out of vitamins as one ethical 
pharmaceuti il manulacturetr 
This s not to mpl) that vit nins as prescribed 


by com proper 1st 


petent physicians do not have 


fulness in the treatment of certain diseases Vita 


min therapy is considered an effective supplement 
condi- 
Physi 


factory diel 


to dietary treatment in certain defimency 
tions and diseases, and in infant feeding 
cians emphasize, however, that a sat 


is the first essential and that vitamins are to be 
taken as a supplement in cases where careful analyses 
ol diets have indicated possible de heorencies, or 
where an additional intake of vitamins is called for 


due to some tactor ol illness or operation that causes 
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to absorb or utilize the vitamins in 


normal foods ulded vitamins may be prescribed 
as pregnancy It is the 


iccepted view of vitamins at the 


n certain conditions such 
present 


time that they are essential substances for health 


that are customarily secured in the proper amounts 


by those eating three good reasonably balanced 


meals a day For the iormal person to take addi 


tional vitamins in the form of pills and capsules is 


it best a waste of money that were better spent on 
" 1] 


your food s or « ipsules ma\ 


In some ises the pi 
be actually harmful 

The American pre 
formula that will enable people to eat as they please 


it both ends and 


SOI« nay 


ccupation th 


drink, smoke, and burn the candk 


vy some th nw 


still remain in robust health by ‘‘tak 


subject for 


I ever-new 


demands a popularization 


\s the craze for vitamins has waned, public inte 
est, apparently stimulated by the l 
Health Service, is turning in the direct 
fation of drink 
In the 
n which tooth deca. 
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It is 
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m irke d 


been 


million is effective in reducing the extent of tooth 
young children up to the > of 
" 


LOT 


decay in most 


hiiteen years No extensive research has been « 
to determine what if any beneficial effects are af- 
age groups, according toa Public 


Furthermore, 


forded the older 
Health Report published in 1950 
there have been a considerabl 


papers published on the effectiveness of 


while number of 


screntin« 
fluoridation in preventing dental caries in young 
there has been no corresponding scientifi 
effect the 


sters 
ingestion ol 


ma\ have on the middle wed and 


interest shown on what 


fluoridated water 
idsters, who after all are the ones who pay the | 

ind on those in poor health. In spite of the fact 
that some thing ess than the scheduled 10 vears of 


h on the effectiveness of fluoridation on 


Newburgh and 


beet ( 


children’s teeth n othe points 


planned tor the project have 
find public health authorities under t 
of Federal Secur \dministrator ¢ 

1 Campaign 

S. communities to fluorid 
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1ISScn its 


proces 
| i 


' iby] 
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igs trom those 
experiment 
nking water before “‘selli 


ire current! 


ber quite 


government 
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groups on as they plump for increasing adoption ment-directed medicine does not add to our conh 
of fluoridation.”’ Such governmental aid and com lence in the U.S. Public Health Service's lack of 


mercial stimulation have helped to make popular bias in its approach to the matter of determining 


other health theories now outmoded rhe well whether there mav not be unfavorable aspect 
idvertised and highly-touted bran and other rough- the use of fluoridated water Federal control 


ige materials no doubt still serve some useful pur- fluoridated water on a national scale could be 
pose in the treatment of constipation. Vitamins opening wedge for control of other health and 
ire known to be effective in the hands of a com- { detailed 
; , medical matter the most personal and detatlec 
etent mvVsician in supplementing ertam dietary 

| | PI , , char icter It one thine to drink fluoridated 
deficiencies and diseases. Fluorine in some form ; a oll to drink 

wi rf recause 1 want to and cnoose to afi 

or other may very likely find a useful place in the at “ee 

from a chemicalized water ‘ it’s quite an 


| 
r 


combating of dental caries. But in the light of our ; 
other matter to have to drink it because some 


offi 
past experiences with campaigns to make every ; 
body healthy by some particular product or cial and his colleagues on the basis of very limite 
men, we are frankly skeptical about this high ind incomplete knowledge of the subject has deter 


powered enthusiasm Mr. Ewing's well-known mined that it was best for you and a hundred 


leanings toward a nation-wide system of govern million other people to do so 
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Automobiles 
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publication , . supplies 4 . Photographic equipment 
batteries, scarcity of basic Food cameras, 8 mm. motion 
materials frozen, refrigerator storaget Feb., 23-24 picturet Feb., 19-238 
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new, defects, dealers’ problems OPS standards Feb., 3 viewerst Jan., 20-33 
in correction » of meat, pre-packaged, sales Pitcher, insulatedt Jan.,9 
tire rotation ob., resistance Jan., 29 
potatoes, decline in popularity... Feb., 29 " 
Baby carriage, portable com- snacks between meals, nutri- Radio-phonograph componentst Feb., 21-33 
7 + age 7 tional problem of school 
alkiness, possible cause . lunch program Feb., 4 
Bathtub neck and back restt aie 


Cigarette advertising, misleading Glass-block panels, problems... Jan., 4 Sponge, kitchen, stainless steel? 
Cleaner, for brass, copper, and Stains, protein, removing? Feb... ® 
bronzet . Headache sufferers, sometimes Steel tapes and tape rules? Jan., 15-58 
Clothing victims of glaucoma Jan., 4 
coat-skirt-hanger clips for Heating pads? Feb., 5-9 Television receiverst Jan., 10-122 
wire hanger? eb... - Hormone drugs, self-medication, Television service contracts, 
decreased sales danger : unfulfilled Feb., 4 
men's .3 Television screens, color, poor 
footwear, rubbert ‘eb., 10-11 Inks, writing? , - results Jan.,3 
pleats, pinch, limited Insecticides, potential hazards 
serviceability . to human beingst . . 
stockings, nylon, prices 4 Iron cord guidet Watchest Feb., 12-87 
ties, men's, decreased sales . Ironing boardst - ? 
Corrections and emendationst : Irons, steam? . - Zippers, remedy for stickingt Feb., 2 


Diet, effect of, in later life Lunch box, electrically heated? . .Feb., 22-25 


Dry-cleaning problem of new tindscate 
metal-insulated lining material. Jan., 3- Motion pictures)....... each issue included. 
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Refrigerators Ihe listings of refrigerators are in Men’s Shirts I vy Shirt Company of 358 
Dept 31 Bulletin ilphabetic il order within each pr ce Page 10 Col 2 ney New York l, 

Nov. ‘51 Bulletin written » that they are 
he maker ! Vew Yorker 
listed, and that, although the I time ma 
shirt under the New Yorker label, the have 


made a cotton shirt w name {tor 


Det. “51 Bulletin In the t 


group ibles numbered l, 


the refrigerators are listed in 
order of hours per cu. ft. required to 
om 110° to 46 the refrigerator 


most favor ime ed first , 

Information ived 

mbered the refrigerators are i ' : te ' brand name 
wr electrical energy for opera wker, was manuf , y Harris Smith 


food storage space per month t New York City 
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How-To-Do-It Books — I 





Readers of CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETINS have often asked for infor- 


mation about books that might be bought for the hobbyist's home reference library, 
books that deal with the problem of ‘‘how to do it yourself’ for work on the house, and on 
various types of articles and appliances used by consumers. 
has many such books in its own library, but has never until recently had the op 
portunity to examine them critically with the idea of indicating the value and limita 
tions of the individual publications. To do this, CR's books in this field were turned 
over to a consultant, with the request that he review them and at the same time go over 
ary having an exceptionally large collection of other books in the 

furniture making 


Consumers’ Research 


others ata city lil 
same fields, covering such diverse topics as automobile repairing; 
and cabinet work; care, repainting, and repair of the house; and various handicraft 
and hobbies 

In this article, 

there may, of course, be later editions of the books available than those wh 

were examined at the time of preparation of this article. CR will welcome letter 
from readers who are qualified by their own experience or training to judge books 
the names of other books which 


we present the first part of the results of this study. In a feu 


ch 


cases, 


in these categories, and who may wish to suggest 
Vv good or neipiu 
hobbyist. As price changes on books are o 


they have used and found especia on these or any related subject 
of interest to the home handyman or 
curring rather frequently at the present time, it may be the case that when this article 
appears some of the prices given in the listings may not be correc 


; 


ooks on Home Remodeling, New Houses from Old, R. R. Hawkins and C. H 
MeGraw-Hill, 1948, 558 pages $4.95. Compre! 


aintenance, and Repair “ye Ragen aoe aad 
coverage of the subject of remodeling irst » 


disc 1. including the eco 





constitute i preli ninary 
nomics of choice of an old house that is to be remodeled 


A. Recommended 


Remaining 365 pages describe the operations; well illus 
ind “before and after 


1 principles 


Gomplete Home Repair Handbook, Emanuele Stieri 

Prentice-Hall, 1950, 1617 pages, $8.85 Covers the trated with working drawings 
materials and tools as well as photographs of houses. Emphasis is more 
nside and ind discussion of suitable 


than on the details of the wok. Has ver 


latest advances in new 

ways of making repairs and improvements materials a 

outside the house. Contains a total of 59 chapters 

ach section contains a raj 

Drake’s Householders’ Cyclopedia, H. P 
Fred’k ]. Drake & Co., Wilmette, IIL, 1948, 646 p 
$5. Brief, but apparently adequate, descriptior 

} *} 


grouped into 14 major sections; « yh 
i id parts req ired 


description of equipment, materials 


for repair, maintenance, or installation of 
discussed here is an extended treatment 
working and metalworking power and hand tool \ wide 
complete table of contents is provided at the beginning ind its contents \ useful book 

end of The Home Mechanic's Handbook, Di Bernado 


of each section, and a detailed cross index at the 


variety of household repair jobs, for 


There is a 32-page glossary « hnical and and others Van Nostrand, 1945, 804 


trade terms he book is verv well illustrated, wit! 
/ The Or r ore than ordinary 


1400 photographs, drawing and diagrams 


book is a big « 


title affirms: no reference book 

complete Would be an appreciated, though 

birthday or Christmas gift for one who takes 
} 


‘ 


More comprehensive than most book 


the book 


is considerable mater 


in this field is or can be as well to new construction. Written for 
rated A f 


over 
ne, but not, of course complete is the 


perhaps ambitious home mechanic, and 


needs so much information 
pride in his skills about the house and yard The Practical Home Handyman, Stacy Maney, Gar 
Home Repairs, Fawcett Book No. 125, Fawcett Books den City Pub. Co., N.Y.C., 1949, 304 pages, $1.98 
Dept. 125, Greenwich, Conn., 144 pages, sold on news Very good book for the less ambitious projects such as 
Material reprinted from Mechanix making new closets, simple furniture, etc. Describes 
Home Electrical also painting, wood finishing, paperhanging, and various 
» household appliances suc 


expensive 


stands at 75 cents 
Illustrated, 1950 and 1951. and from 
Repairs, by Alfred P. Morgan, 1950; material on plumt 

ing also by Alfred P. Morgan, 1951. Simple, clear, and 
many topics ot 


re pairs to house and to some 
as the electric iron, etc. Some material is included, in 
separate section, on auto repair and maintenance. We 


Written in 


attractively illustrated Deals with 


home handymen on repair of interior illustrated with good freehand drawings. 
} 


electrical equipment; plumbing; direct and understandable style 
heating and insulation; tools; and home maintenance First Aid to the Ailing House, Roger B. Whitman. 
A very good book in its field Rev. ed., Whittlesey House, 1938, 349 pages, $2.75. 


great interest to 
and exterior details 
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\ general text on care and repair; presumably compiled 
from answers to inquiries sent in to late author's column 
New York Sun 


material on insect control not found in most books of 


this kind. Rated A - 


in the Rather practical. Has some 


B. Intermediate 


Home Guide to Repair, Upkeep, and Remodeling, 
Wm. H McGraw-Hill, 1947, 358 pages, $3.75 
\ fairly good book, on the average. Chapter on “Build 


Crouse 


ing a Garage” gives more complete coverage of its sub 
ject than do other chapters Chapters on “Fire and 
General Insurance Regulations” 
of Pre 


gives such specific information that 


Other Hazards,"’ and 


give useful information. Chapter on “Features 

fabricated Houses” 

it seems likely that it may become out of date in the 
near future. Rated B4 

Encyclopedia of Home Care and Repair, \\m. | 

and Wm. W. Atkin Press Pub 

York, 1948, 429 pages 


Some subjects are covered only as deti 


Lantern 
$2.95 


Hennessey 
New 


betical form 


ishers In alpha 


nitions; others are rather extensive articles This un 


venness of treatment gives the book less value than it 
night otherwise have 

Home Repairs Made Easy, Lee Frank! 
day, Inc., Garden City, N. Y., 1949 
Describes construction of additions to the 

} 


Nelson Double 
438 pages, $6.95 
house, and 
even some new construction, more than repairs Illus 
Doubtful if 
adequate for anyone without 
price ol $6.95 


ot he hook 


latively better than the text 
would be 


owledge or experience The 


trations re 
lescriptions 
wevious kt 
seems higt col 


sick ring the isefulness 


C. Not Recommended 


Handy Manual of House Care and Repair, Arco Pub- 
lishing Co., New York, 1949, 113 pages, $1. Prepared 
by the Arco Editorial Board 
isual information supplied by 


Gives pretty much the 
books \ 
ns ol certain materia 
tifed the source, of the 1931 edition 
4 the Bureau of Standards publication BH15, Care and 
Repair of the House, by Vincent B. Phelan. (Super 
n 1950 by Nationa of Standards Circular 489 


Care and Repair of the House 


other such 


photographic copy, with 


OMmMtiss 


that would have ide 


seded 
Bureau 
onsiderably expa ded 
treatment of the subject by uthor 
printed and hence exce ptionally 


ff the j 


editorial board seemed sad 


ity 


Books for the Practical Home 
Handyman 
A. Recommended 


Fundamentals of Soft Soldering, Charles 
Manual Arts Press, Peoria, Ill., 1949, 96 page 


itten and well-illustr 


ited book 


iror flame Co 
igi pra tica 

Furniture Making and Cabinet Work, B. \\V. Pelton 

Van Nostrand, 1949, 596 s, $6.95 Discusses bot} 


w work and repairs 


rae 
Includes design of furniture 
woodworking, wood finishing, and upholstering In 
luded are the use of veneers and inlays 


Both outdoor and indoor 


Various types 


~ joints, methods of gluing 
g 


furniture are included Some information on interior 
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decoration and remodeling of rooms is included. Well 

illustrated. Seems to give rather complete information. 
Home Electrical Repairs, \. P. Morgan 
1950 Elementary 


Crown Pub 


lishers 210 pages, $3 information 
home wiring systems and the ordinary 


Ade quate ly 


Simple repairs on motors are 


on repair of 


household appliances illustrated with 


sketches discussed 


Some information given on wiring new houses, and 
adding wiring to old houses 

Practical Electricity and House Wiring, Herbert P 
Richter. Fred’k ] Drake & Co 1950, 313 


pages, $2. Rather complete information needed by the 


Chicago 


handyman for wiring ok 


ordinary and new houses and 
farm buildings 

Practical Residential Wiring, John E. Nowak. Van 
Nostrand, 1948, 495 pages, $5.95 All instructions are 

National Electrical Code. Well-illustrated 


all types of household electri 


based on the 
practical directions f 

wiring nd information repairing household ap 
phances nstructions.are give lor wirtng a bungalow, 
i one-lam house a combined garage and workship, a 


finished hou No consumer should 


checking with regulators 


attempt an elec 
trical wiring job except after 
learn what local wiring regu 

mpections are required on 


Tools and How to Use Them, A. P. Morgan. Crown 
Publishers, 1948, 352 pages, $3 baok 
that describes use and care of carpenters tools, and 
ised for metalworking, such as drills, 
ickKsaw wrenches cold chisels, 
ups, dies Also instruction in Written 
pplies some information 


ily for the tyro, but suy 
not know Sketches 


An elementary 
some hand tools 
reamer circle cutter 


soldering 


self-taught mechanics may 


the text wel 


B. Intermediate 
Modern Methods of Home Heating, |. L. Shadk 
1s-Boardman Publishing Corp., New York, 1948, 
66 pages, 50k \y *klet containing s€¥ 
American Builder. Spectiic 
of the types ol heating 
detailed fr 


Simmort 
iper-cove red box 


ted from 


| arti les repr 


he cre ha rd Theil me Tt 
Popular Mechanics Motorist’s Handbook, 
Mechanics Press, Chicag 


$2 in clo lection of 


Popular 
1948, 160 pages, 60c in paper 
articles reprinted fr@ém 
showing ways that vawi 
repairs, em 


‘ upkeep etc 


ol making 


ito f value, but it ts 

ra ized i d ditti« itt | rd 
Upholstering Home Furniture, Blanche M. Pope 
Manual Arts Press, Peoria, Ill., 1949, 303 pages, $3.75 


Discusses the woodworking art of 


moor! 


making chairs 
uit more particularly the various opera 

w. This includes insertion and tying 
of webbing, insertion of stuffing, covet 


in and then with upholstery fabric, mak 


led edyes ete Tells how to m ‘ ushions bot! 
d without ring ho ton p covers, and 

lraperies. Includes n iw new furniture 
id llustrations are only far 


* * > 


lo be concluded in 
SUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN 
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Knife Sharpeners 





T ISGOOD PRACTICE for any household to 

keep its knives in s4rvice and in good condition. 
Improper care of knives can result in waste of 
time, material, and money. 

When a sharp knife is examined under a micro- 
scope, its edge is seen to be serrated, like a saw 
having irregular teeth. Dulling of a knife comes 
about when these teeth are bent over to one side 
or the other or are worn away or broken off with 
use 

For a knife having an edge in good condition in 
general, a sharpening steel is a valuable tool. The 
steel is not effective in sharpening a good knife, 
but only in keeping it sharp, its function being to 
bring the displaced or bent-over portions of the 
@ive back into alignment. There are many who do 
Mot use the steel and are not familiar with the 
Valuable service it can provide in greatly improving 
the edge of a knife in a matter of seconds. A steel 
Will not help much with a knife which is really dull, 
@n which the edge has become worn and rounded 
ffom long use, and needs grinding or honing 
} There are several methods of sharpening knives: 
Use of hand or power-driven grinding wheels, use of 


Both natural and artificial (such as silicon carbide 


second fifth, Holco, Swing 
sharpeners (reading fro 
Superedge, is a ty 


er right 


are abrasive whee 
The one ai the lower cente ts 
stones, one movable me al the upf 


scraper type wiin stee 


Four electric knife sharpeners. The Syncro, third 
the left, is a vibrating-stone sharpener. The other three 
Oster, and Handy-Hannah (from left to right) are 
driven grinding-wheel sharpeners 


flat stones, and use of steel disks or abrasive stones 
in knife sharpeners which are offered for use by 
consumers. No one can tell by the looks of a sharp- 
ener or the advertising claims made for it whether 
or not it wil! be effective in use. The advertising ot 
nearly all makers has one common note, that their 
sharpeners are simple to use and efficient in opera 
tion. Some of these sharpeners are of little value 
\ number will give fairly effective service, but none 
of them will produce as good an edge as can 
be applied to a good knife by a professional sharp- 
ening shop, or a skilled mechanic or home crafts- 
man who is experienced in using sharpening stones 
The edge-angle produced by knife sharpeners is 
often too blunt, primarily because manufacturers 
have sacrificed a reasonably acute angle for greater 
speed in sharpening. Landers, Frary & Clark 
Ekco Products Co., and Kabar Union Cutlery Co 
Inc., recommend that cutlery should be sharpened 
at about a 20-degree angle, which would provide an 
included edge-angle of about 40 degrees Even 
though many sharpeners do not produce beveled 
edges at the recommended angle, they should at 
least have guides for the knife blades so that a wni- 
form bevel and angle are produced and the same 
bevel and angle are assured each time the knife ts 
sharpened. Not all the sharpeners tested were 
equipped with guides, and, even with those that 
were, considerable use of the sharpener might be 
required to shape the bevels of the knife to the cut 
ting or grinding unit 

It was difficult to rate the sharpeners for the 
reason that for the most part they do a pretty poor 
job judged by the standards of the expert. On the 
other hand, the housewife’s requirements are not 
and we believe that she will get a better 
ld 


le COoUKk 


stringent, 
job with some of these sharpeners than s 
do by any hand sharpening operation on a revol\ 
a flat sharpening stone of the proper 


ing 


stone or 
grit. CR has thus judged these sharpeners rather 
leniently with the view that most of them do 

lair to good iob by the standards ol the iveragt 
kitchen The rating has been chiefly upon the 
convenience and safety of the devices; the relative 
sharpness produced did not differ greatly among 
most of the brands. It is CR’'s view that the 
sharpener should require a minimum of skill, yet 
provide satisfactory sharpness in a fairly short 
time. Most important, of course, is safety, and 
sharpeners considered unsafe were given a C-Not- 
Recommended rating. Any sharpener should have 
a reasonably long wear life, and sharpeners that 
showed signs of excessive wear during a_ short 


period of use in the tests received a C-Not-Recom- 


22 @ CONSUMERS’ RESEARCH BULLETIN @ MARCH, 1052 





mended rating. Test methods were devised for es- 
tablishing sharpness given to knives in a given per- 
iod of use of the devices 

Ihe knives used in the test to determine sharp- 
ness were of stainless steel. (It would be expected 
that the sharpeners would provide equal or better 
sharpness on carbon steel, which, when of good 
quality takes a better edge and holds it better Che 
sharpness afforded by the action of each sharpener 
was ascertained by counting the number of pages 
of a telephone directory cut by the sharpened 
knife drawn across the edge of the directory under 
a constant load. Another test was made by sharp- 
ening a group of identical stainless-steel knives (a 
different knife for each sharpener) in the sharpeners 
and then determining the relative sharpness of each 
by cutting thin slices from an apple and tomato 
The best of the sharpeners providec knife edges 
which were considered only fair in sharpness. Re 
sharpening ability was determined by dulling the 
knives on a steel rod after sharpening them, and 
then sharpening them again 

The included angles of the edges of the blades 
ranged from 27 degrees to 6016 degrees The two 
Aces, the Holco, and the Eversharp were the tour 
produc ed the smallest edge 


sharpeners which 


angles, a desirable characteristic (The paper- 
cutting test showed that the knives with the small 
est angles were the sharpest.) The Syncro sharpen- 
er produced the bluntest angie, nearly 8 degrees 
larger than the one produced by the Dazey which 
also, with the Cory, gave a large included angle 
The Rolit and Oster provided angles of 41 degrees 
and 39 degrees, respectively, very close to the 
recommended angle ot 40 degrees However, the 
knives with edge-angles close to the recommended 
edze-angle were not significantly better than the 
others in the cutting of fruit. Moreover, it may be 
desirable, for some household uses, that the edge 
angle should be fairly blunt because the edge ol 
such a knife will remain in good condition longer 
than one with an acute angle that a good mechan 
would aim at in his tools; besides the more blunt 
angled edge may cause less injury ase of acci 
dent 

Guarantees offered with the sharpeners did not 
cover wear of the wheel, which is the most im 
portant consideration probably, since the wheel 
would have to be repi iced after a moderate period 
ol use with ad led expense and inconvenience to 
the consumer 

Ihe sharpeners fell generally into two categories 
those that sharpened by fine grinding, and those 
that sharpened by pulling the knife between op 
posing sharp-edged disks (sometimes straight sharp 
metallic edges at an angle It was found that, as 
between the two types, the s« raping type ol sharp 
ener, while it produced a sharp edge in some cases, 
tended to remove more metal than might be de- 


sirable and to produce rather ragged edges if the 


see Figure 
It is plain 


knife were oversharpened to any extent 


2 Such edges are short-lived at best 
that the disk type of sharpener should not be used 


} 
for expensive cutlery he sharpeners with steel 


Figure 1 — Edge of knife sharpened on Ace screw-mounted 
disk sharpener, showing lines scraped on the metal by the 
disks of the sharpener Magnified 9-1/2 times 


§ Figure 2 Oversharpened edge of knife sharpened om 
ice screw-mounted sharpener showing where bits of met 
along the edge have been torn off by the scraping disks, 
Magnified 9-1/2 tames 


Figure 


grinding wh 





Figure 4 Edge of a knife of thé same type as in Fig 
ures 1, 2, and 3 sharpened by a pe » with skill and expert 
Magnified 9-1/2 time 


om an otlstone 
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Long spiral (helical) shavings from stainless-steel kneves 
sharpened on disk-type scraper sharpeners Magnified 
tim The other sharpeners of the scraper type, using straight 
blades, produce similar shavings 


dlisks or steel scraping blades, such as the two Aces, 


Eversharp, Aladdin, and Easi-Sharp, are especially 
ikely to tear out pieces of metal from stainless-steel 
Dlades and produce a ragged edge; hence the user 
Must exercise care in pulling a knife through the 
disks not to ov erdo the sharpening process \fter a 
blade is sharpened on this kind of sharpener, it 
Would be wise to look for steel slivers on the edge 
of the knife and wipe them off, or remove them by 
@rawing the knife underconsiderable pressure against 
the corner of a stick of wood, the wood handle of a 
dish mop, or similar surface or edge 
With the Eversharp, Holco, Rolit, 


Fasi-Sharp, or either of the Ace sharpeners, a knife 


Su peredge 


can slip and damage the surface on which the 
sharpeners are mounted or held unless sufficient 
care is taken The plastic base on the Aladdin 
greatly reduces this danger 

The screw-mounted kind of sharpener is in 
trinsically safer than the hand-held kind, but has 
ts own disadvantages in that a projecting device 
may prove a hazard on a work surface by causing 
the spilling of a hot liquid, or in other ways. It 
should be remembered that with the hand-held 
kind, if the knife slips, a serious cut could easily 
result 


The sharpeners in the first three categories are 


deemed suitable for knives of cheap or ordinary 
The Cory or Oster of the electric-powered 
sharpeners would be preferred for use with fine 
cutlery. 


grades 


Disk Scraper Type 
B. Intermediate 


Ace (Ace Mfg. Corp., Erie Ave. at K St., Philadelphia 
75c. Sharpener had 10 cutting disks. Screw-mounted, 
with two screws. Sharpened rapidly. Very easy to use 
See text for comments on safety of screw-mounted 
sharpeners I 

Eversharp (The Voos Co., 161-165 Porter St., New Haven 
Conn.) 10c. Four cutting disks. Screw-mounted, with 

four screws. Sharpened rapidly. The four disks of the 

Eversharp did not line knife up so well as the 10 disks 

of the Ace, hence some care is required in use. Set 

text for comments on safety 1 


C. Not Recommended 


Essentially the 


lee Ace Mfg. Corp.) $1. Hand-held 
same as screw-mounted Ace, but had handle instead of 
} 


provisions for mounting Hand-held sharpeners not 


considered safe I 
Other Scraper Types 
B. Intermediate 


Aladdin, No. 112 (New England Carbide Tool Co., In« 
60 Brookline St., Cambridge 39, Mass $2 


blades forming V in plastic mount for doorjamb or wall 


Two flat 


Easy and relatively safe to use. 1 
Easi-Sharp (H. R. Ransom & Co., 8689 Grand River 
Detroit 4 25 Iwo flat blades form \ Screw 


mounted, with one screw. Sharpened rapidly. Easy to 


Sharpened rapidly 


use See text for comments on safety Sharpener 
should not be used except whe urely mounted with 


i scTew 


C. Not Recommended 


Su pered ge Sup red 
Erie, Pa $1 Three ¢ 
with two screws One stone »wed marked 


wear at end of tests 


Abrasive Wheel Type, Operated by Hand 


B. Intermediate 


acey YOU Dazev Corp., Warne 
( arter Louis 7 S4 Wall-mounted sl 


er, with V-groove formed by tw driven 


rat k and ue ired up nine to on 


Because the knife might slip wh 


1 
ne exposed wheel wit! 


C. Not Recommended 


Knife Grinder The 
Cambridge 42, Mass 
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guides 
knife is being sharpened; it was found difficult to use 
because sharpener did not roll freely. Rolit put a dis 
figuring mark on finished face of black 
from wheel, rolled inte nished table top or ot! 
surtace 


Holco, *‘Household” Mod 
Inc., 145 Hudson St 


Holmberg Co 
$2.50. Hand 


1 


held sharpener wit! ’ u See text on lack of 


safety of hand-held types an wr other comments « 
Difficult to use because. tip of knife 
tween wheel and guide Guides mark side 
blade, which would be objectionable in son 
Hlone- Rite tandard Model (Wulff Mfg. Co 
Ill $1 Direct drive beveled-wheel 
guide slo Wall-mounted, wit 
ing wheel was unduly so 
wheel, 50c from Wulff Mfg. Co 
wing-A-Wa Edgemaster \fodel 


Mf 


salety 


g. Co., 4100 Beck Ave 
postage Grooved-wheel shary 
Wall-mounted The V-groove, which 


with use with wear of the wheel, does 


pecame ro 


design from the standpoint of 


edge-angk 


on the knives 


Electric-Powered Sharpeners 
B. Intermediate 


Cory Corp., 221 N 


This sharpener rv on the work surface as 


Abrasive dust 


would seriously i l 


cago) $14.95 
direct drive 


Electrical sharpener with guides and a 
abrasive wheel. Knife guides worked very 


well even on curve at tip of knife. Sharpened rapi ily 

Easy and safe to use 3 

, Knife Sharpener, Model 500 john Oster 

Racine, Wis $14.95 Iwo overlapping 

eels geared together (,uide slot failed to 
" 


furnish the desirable definite angular position, but pro 


(eter I lectri 


Mfg. Co 


. } 
1 


“Ww 


duces satisfactory edge with minimum care. Sharpened 


rly rapidly Easy and safe to use 3 
“ae 

undy-Hannah, Electric Knife Sharpener, No. 7950 (Stand 

Whitman, Mass List 


Motor-driven abrasive wheel type 


ard Products Corp 
$7.95 


price 
completely 
yused. Motor power too low, as it stalled under very 
light pressure 3 
\ Model 400 Electric (Syncro Corp., Oxford, Mich 

$10.50. A vibrating-stone device Chis sharpener pro 


vided three replaceable stones, a coarse flat, a fine flat, 


i id a medium curved The ~t lected stone is mounted 
1 platform which vibrates longitudinally a distance 
f about 0.1 in. Safe to use. Whe 


fe with flat stone and without a guidé, 


1 it was used witha 


f the sharpener was considered about equal 

wdinary shop oilstone used by h ind. Be 

produced many 

ce vice not ck sirable 

for use in the kitchen Curved stone wore to a cot- 
siderable extent during tests when used with guide. New 
n the Sy » Corp. are 65c each 3 


amount i nose 


, r } 
ynsice tine 


stones tror 


Lounge Chairs 





r WOULD SEEM that Americans have never 
had a suitable lounge chair. For the past several 
months newspaper and magazine advertisements 


have been urging ‘relax “take it easy im 
some special kind of chair, of course. The chairs 
something resembling a 


themselves range from 


glorified lawn chair to a bulky, chubby club chair, 
as well as an oddly curved piece that looks like a 
wavy version of grandfather's couch 

Some names of the chairs are suggestive of their 


“La-Z Boy,” “Barwa,” “‘Con 
‘CountouRest,” “‘Rest Longue,” “‘Coun- 


purpose I here isa 


tour-eez,”’ 


tour Chair-Loung reclining position 


‘*Rejuvenator,” “Lounge 
rite,” “‘Heartsaver,”’ “‘Economy Rest Chair” (Gold 
smith Bros., Nassau St., N.Y. ‘Goodvear 
Chair Co.’s (N.Y.( and the 
widely advertised “Contour Chair-Lounge.”” Moat 
of these chairs provide some means for holding the 


tour-styled Swing-King, 


Reclining Chair 


feet well up above the floor, sometimes even above 
the level of the head 
lor example 


The Contour Chair-Loungé, 
provides for a reclining position if 
which the feet are well in the au Che position is 
not uncomfortable, for a time, but the gymnastics 
required for getting out of the chair from that 
position may be a bit trying to adults and some- 
what undignified, although children doubtless would 
have a lot of fun in climbing about the chair 

Advertising for most of these chairs implies 
or even claims that they are orthopedically de 
signed, or at least designed to provide some especial 
ly restful sitting or reclining position not afforded 
Such ad- 


having a 


by other common and accepted chairs 
vertisements may be regarded as not 
sound scientific basis, and may be quite mis 
leading. When the question was raised with a con 
sultant as to what sort of lounge chair could be 
recommended from an orthopedic standpoint, CR 


was advised that no one chair can be claimed to be 
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orthopedi illy correct for all individuals. Some 
people require a hard, straight bac ked ( hair others 
ire more comfortable in a softer, reclining chair 
It was the opinion of this physician that no matter 
deal 


persons and 


what specifications were drawn up for an 


chair they would be wrong for some 


under certain circumstances 


Chis, ol course, emphasizes the objec tion to a 
chair such as the Contour Chair-Lounge, claimed to 
be correct tor all individuals of a given height, ind 
furthermore, its advertising suggested that the 
chair had been useful in the treatment or relief of 
conditions such as heart trouble, asthma, arthritis, 
sciatica, and rheumatism 

The Contour Chair-Lounge is also advertised as 
but, ac 


being of “orthopedically correct design 


cording to one orthopedist, there is no indication 


by the promoters of the chair of what orthopedical 
iy correct means, and there is no indication that 


any official group or committee of orthopedic 


physicians has approved the chair. This consultant 


States: ‘“‘In many cases of rheumatoid arthritis 
low back pain and other disabling ailments, it is 
important to prevent flexion contractures ot the 


Fendo Achillis The 


Contour 


hips, knees, and heel cords 
flexed 
J ounge 
feet, tends to increase the development of the very 


posture assumed in the Chair 


together with,the lack of support of the 


flexion contractions we wish to avoid Because 


this flexed position 1s position of comfort, the 
patient is apt to spend more time in this position 
than is good for him.” 

The physician also states that some conditions of 
low back pain are made worse by the flexed posi 
tion 


ainethical in mentioning diseases that the 


The same expert considers the advertising 
chair is 
Supposed to benefit, in using the testimonial type 
of advertising for a product for therapeutic use, 


David H 


as endorser of the chair, in the prod 


and in using the name of a physician 
Fink, M.D 
ict’s advertising 

An orthopedic surgeon reported that a number of 
patients whose disabilities of the back included 
ruptured intervertebral disks, chronic and acute 
lumbo-sa¢ ral strains, and chron ind acute sacro 
iliac strains tried the Contour Chair-Lounge, and all 
patients except one found the chair very uncom- 
fortable; the majority of the patients were unable 
to tolerate the chair for longer than five to ten 
minutes at a time. If 


orthopedi 


a chair is to be used for 


purposes, its type and other details 
should be prescribed by a practicing physician and 
not be determined by commercial advertising claim- 
ing wide or general application of the product in 
the manner characteristically noted in patent medi- 
cine advertising 

One unfortunate matter in connection with the 
Contour Chair-Lounge has been the use by the pro- 
moters of this much-advertised make of the Ameri- 


can Medical Association's acceptance of 4ts advertis- 


ing, as a recommendation to prospective buyers of 
the chair. The company has used claims in advertis- 
ing in popular magazines which are of a sort that the 
\.M.A. would consider unjustified or misleading 
for an appliance whose selection, for an ill or aili 


erson, at least, should be determined by pro 


essionally qualified persons, not by the layman or 


1 
t 
{ 
I 
t 


'y a business concern having a product to sell 


Deep-Fat Fryer Hazard 


HI Ol Ol ATION that follows istroma letter 
I of a subscriber whose wife came within an inch 
' 


of death from a defective circuit 





deep-fat fryer The instance is illustrative of the 


hazard that may exist with a defective 


Onlh 


extreme 


electrical appli ince good fortune saved the 


woman involved in this instance lor very otten a 


fuse would not have blown in such a case, and if 


the fuse did not blow the victim would be unable 


to release her grip upon the ippli 


On March 24, 1951 my wife was 
frver It was plugged in a | 
110-120 volts, AC, using a 15 
was standing on a rubber 
been able to discov was not I ‘ 
had reached the desired fry 


ind the fist 


al surfaces The 


ing temperature of 370 was immersed for 
frying The basket was lifted for inspection and was 
returned to the fat On a secone init ny wit 
} 


grasped the wire indles 


hands and lifted the bask 
and m 


ife was frozen to the andl t The 


short-circuited There v 


was severe enoug her 


turned blue, the burned 
lay sed into ol ] t 1 lew 
mds the fuse bl 
had been attemptin 
when the fuse blew 
backward, pulling the fr 
floor and dumping the entire cor 
herself 
The hot fat burned |! 
warrant doctor's 
ainful but especially when reachir high 
do im the trver at ! fh I ) 
because of th LF lant \ Her 
severe and painful h ) I rom the shock 
accident 


It was 


temperatures they 


most 


and was incoherent for some time after 
he hot fat was thrown over the entire kitchen 
by mere coincidence that our children were entirely 
clear of the area at the time I feel it was also by good 
fortune that the fat was not ignited by the tremendous 


} 


amount of sparks at the time of the short circuit 


As has been suggested, it was providential that 
in this case the circuit was not overfused, as cir- 
cuits very often are in the home, for if the fuse had 
been one that would have passed a heavier cur- 
likely 


rent, the accident would very have been a 


fatal one 
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_RATINGS ° MOTION PICTURES 


a te 


HIS section aims to give critical consumers a 
- : Cimarron Kid, The 
digest of opinion trom a W ide range of motion { s S Close to My Heart 
picture reviews, including the motion picture trad 1 Cloudburst 
12 Clouded Yellow, The 


ress, leading newspapers and magazines—some 19 - : 
pal Come Fill the Cup 


] 


different periodicals in all. The motion picture , Corky of Gasoline Alley 


Crazy Over Horses 
Criminal Lawyer 
judgment of 1 single person, but are based on an : oe 

analysis of critics’ reviews » Cry, the Beloved Country 
Cyclone Fury 


ratings which follow thus do not represent the 


The sources of the reviews ; 
web ger f nat mage — ecm OE ag a eg 3 12 Darling, How Could You! 
David and Bathsheba 
Day the Earth Stood Still, The 
Days of Our Years 
Death of a Salesman 
nm : : : Decision Before Dawn 
The figures preceding the title of the picture in + Desert Fox, The 
Desert of Lost Men 
i Detective Story 
to rate the film A (recommended), B (intermediate), Der Secher 
; entertainment Distant Drums 
values Double Dynamite 
’ - » Drums in the Deep South 


Audience suitability is indicated by 
idults, ““Y"’ for young people (14-18), and “C”’ Elephant Stampede 
; Elopement 
children, at the end of each line i Eroica 
Descriptive abbreviations are as follows Exchange Girl 
. . SS + Family Secret, The 
. 4 | Far from Moscow 
FBI Girl 
Finders Keepers 
Fixed Bayonets 
Flame of Araby 
Flaming Feather 
Flight to Mars 
Flying Leathernecks wur-mel-« 
For Men Only propaganda-dr 
Across the Wide Missouri mei-c A i | Force of Arms war-dr 
Adventures of Captain Fabian 1 t ) | Fort Defiance 
African Queen, The 7 { 1 Fort Dodge Stampede 
American in Paris, An 1 1 i Fort Osage 
Angels in the Outfield fa } . , : = 
Anne of the Indies adv-c - Galloping Major, The 
Another Man's Poison 1 yS-m 1 - G.I. Jane 
Arizona Manhunt : 1} : Girl in Every Port, A. 
At Sword’s Point dan Ai Girl on the Bridge, The 
; ahs = + $ Gold Raiders 
Badman s Gold tu i Golden Girl 
Bannerline _ ry aa Golden Horde, The 
Barefoot Mailman, The é i > 1 Goose Boy, The 
Basketball Fix, The c-e ’ | Greatest Show on 
Behave Yourself é tA Earth. The 
Bend of the River we } Guest. The 
Big Carnival. The vic 
Big Night, The el A ) Harem Girl 
Bitter Springs } A} 1 Harlem Globetrotters, The 
Blackmailed F Havana Rose 
Blue Veil, The ir A 5 Her Panelled Door 
i Here Come the Nelsons 
Bonnie Prince Charlie Highly Dangerous 
Boots Malone vel A Highwayman, The 
Bride of the Gorilla vel A Hills of Utah 
Bushwackers, The { 3 History of Mr. Polly, The 
. . . 2 Honeychile mM us-WeS-C 
Cage of Gold 11 oo 
Callaway Went Thataway »m i Hiong Na aio 
Calling Bulldog Drummond i Hot Lea = « 
Cattle Queen neste Hotel Sahara war-com 
Cave of Outlaws , l House of 1000 Women war-mel 
Chain of Circumstance i 5 I Want You war-dr 
Chicago Calling dr A I'll Never Forget You dr 
Christmas Carol, A jr A 1 I'll See You in My Dreams 


« Office, Cue, D 


dicate the number of critics who have been judged 


or C (not recommended) on its 


adventur 


; 


; 


an 


Silt tte) 
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Indian Uprising war-mel-c AY¢ 
Invitation. . dr A 
It’s a Big Country 


Japanese War Bride dr A 
Joe Palooka in Triple Cross com AY( 
Journey Into Light dr A 
Jungle Manhunt mel AY( 
Jungle of Chang doc-dr AY( 
Just This Once com . 


Kid from Amarillo, The 


La Ronde 

Lady and the Bandit, The 
Lady from Texas, The 
Lady Pays Off, The 

Lady Says No, The! 

Las Vegas Story, The 
Laughter in Paradise 
Lavender Hill Mob, The 
Leave It to the Marines 
Let's Go Navy 

Let's Make It Legal 

Light Touch, The 

Lilli Marlene 

Lisbon Story, The 

Little Egypt mel-« 
Lone Star hist-mel A 
Longhorn, The wes A} 
Lost Continent sci 
Love Nest war-com 


war-mel . 
mus-mMe 


Ma Pomme dr 
Magic Carpet, The dt ¥< 
Magic Face, The 

Man in the Dinghy 

Man in the Saddle 

Man with a Cloak, The 
Maniacs on Wheels 
Marie of the Port 
Medium, The 

Meet Danny Wilson 
Meet Me After the Show 
Millionaire for Christy, A 
Miners of the Don 
Miracle in Milan 

Mister Drake's Duck 
Mob, The 

Model and the Marriage Broker, The . 
Montana Desperado ‘ 
Mr. Peek-A-Boo 

Murder Without Crime 

Mussorgsky 

My Favorite Spy 

My Outlaw Brother 


cri-n 


Nature's Half Acre 
Navajo 

Never Trust a Gambler 
Obsessed 

Oh, Amelia 
Oklahoma Justice 

Old West, The 

On Dangerous Ground 
On the Loose 

Outlaws of Texas 
Overland Telegraph 


Painting the Clouds with 
Sunshine 

Pals of the Golden West 

Pandora and the Flying 
Dutchman 

Pardon My French 

Passion for Life 

Path of Hope 

Pecos River 

People Against O'Hara, The 

People Will Talk 

Phone Call from a Stranger 

Portrait of Clare 

Purple Heart Diary mu 


Quo Vadis 


propaga 


98 @ CONSUMERS’ RFSFARCH RULLETIN 


dr AYC 


mine ® 


— eS) 


1m Ww 


— we 


Mmm Uw ew 


~ 


wwii ro ark 


Awww 


a ¢ 


wm NN Ww 


— TD = be de i ew O 


od 


Racket, The. 

Raging Tide, The 

Ramble in Erin 

Rashomon. . ; 

Red Badge of Courage, The 

Red Mountain 

Red Skies of Montana 

Reluctant Widow, The 

Reunion in Reno 

Rhubarb 

River, The 

Roadblock 

Roaring City 

Rodeo King and the Senorita 
Room for One More 

Sailor Beware 

Saturday's Hero 

Scandal Sheet 

Scarred 

Sea Hornet, The 

Sellout, The 

Shadow in the Sky 

Silver City 

Singing Angels 

Ski Champs 

Slaughter Trail 

Son of Dr. Jekyll, The 

Song of Dolores 

South of Caliente 

Stagecoach Driver 

Starlift 

Storm Over Tibet 

Stormbound 

Strange Door, The 

Street Bandits 

Strip, The 

Submarine Command 

Sunny Side of the Street m 
Superman Meets the Mole-Men 
Tales of Robin Hood 1dt 
Tall Target, The me 
Tanks Are Coming, The 
Tembo trav- 
Ten Tall Men 

Texas Carnival 

This is Korea 

Thunder on the Hill 
Toast to Love, A 

Tom Brown's Schooldays 
Temorrow is Another Day 
Too Young to Kiss mit 
Two Dollar Bettor 

Two Pennies’ Worth of Violets 
Two Tickets to Broadway 
Under the Olive Tree 
Unknown Man, The 
Unknown World 

Utah Wagon Train 

Valley of Fire 

Vanishing Outpost, The 
Volcano 

Weekend with Father 

Well, The 

Westward the Women 

When Worlds Collide 

Whip Hand, The 

Whistle at Eaton Falls, The 
Whistling Hills 

White Hell of Pitz-Palu, The 
Wild Blue Yonder, The 

Wild North, The 

Woman in the Dark 

Women Without Names 
Wonder Boy 

Wooden Horse, The 

Yellow Fin 

Yes Sir, Mr. Bones 

You Never Can Tell 

Young Scarface 

Yukon Manhunt 


war-dr 


war-dr 


mus-com 
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Here 


you 


Research Bulletin 


mumMme 


Annual Bulletin 


Cumulative 


requires an imvestment that very small com 


pared to the savings most consumers can make 


by consulting these publications. For complete 


details on subscription retes and a handy orde 


blank, please turn the page 


the difference between 


bally hoo 


‘an learn 


advertising and facet — 


@ Where? Why, in Consumers’ Research Bulletin, of course. Each 
month in the pages of Consumers’ Research Bulletin you will find 
the results of CR's scientific, impartial tests on a wide variety of 
products from small items like writing inks to automobiles and elec- 
trical appliances which call for a sizable outlay. Findings are clearly 
presented and products are rated by brand name as A. Recom- 
mended, B or C. Not Recommended 


performance of the various brands tested is thus easily as- 


Intermediate, The com- 
parative 
certained by the reader who is not technically trained. For the en- 
gineering-minded person who wants to know why as well as what, 
descriptions of the methods of test and detailed findings on each 
product are customarily given. In September an Annual Cumulative 
Bulletin is issued which summarizes e wide range of previous findings 


in many fields 
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IN RAINY WEATHER extra precautions in driving an automobile are called 
for, warns the National Safety Council It is most important to take your 
time, for rain, as drivers sometimes forget, reduces visibility and creates a 
slick, slippery road surface 7 
> * * 
RECENTLY TESTED: 
Speaker Heatabs (J. W. Speaker Corp., Milwaukee 12), 24 tablets, size 
100, 75 cents Pocket-size stove with four packages of tablets, $2, plus post- 
age. (Available from Lewis & Conger, New York 19; Abercrombie & Fitch Co 
New York 17 No doubt sporting goods shops in various parts of the country 
will have supplies also.) The pocket stove consists of three metal parts, 
carried folded flat, which open to form a shelf between two uprights 
the white chemical tablets, placed in the center of the shelf and li 
a match, usually provides enough heat to boil water or fry an egg 
tablet is not sufficient to do the job, a second may be easily inser 
helpful to use a thin aluminum vessel of the smallest practicable si 
stove should be placed only on a tile floor (or an asbestos pad) for 
safety. The combination is quite convenient for auto travelers who want 
quick cup of coffee or an egg before starting out in the morning from a 
that has no restaurant facilities 


Fresherator "Press-2-Seal" Glass Jars (Home Containers Corp., Western 
Merchandise Mart, San Francisco), set of 3 jars, 1 of pint size, 2 of quart 
size, $1.98, plus postage, for the set Jars are glass with aluminum, rubber- 
rimmed lids which, when pressed on, seal contents hermetically before being 
placed in the refrigerator The tight seal may be a desirable feature for 
those who have leftovers that spoil quickly or which are kept for a consider- 
able length of time The tight seal, however, can be a nuisance for it does 
not permit easy and quick removal of the lid The jar must be placed on a work 
surface and both hands used to open it The jars are heavy, round, and not so 
convenient to handle as the light plastic containers with snugly fitting tops 
that are readily available at variety chain stores in a wide variety of shapes 
and sizes The design of the jar, which had an inwardly curved neck, did not 
make for easy cleaning Except for the tight seal feature, CR found nothing 
recommend this refrigerator accessory over the lighter, more easily handled 
plastic food containers If the special top of the Fresherator were of a dif- 
ferent design that would fit the standard Mason jar, there might be some de- 
mand for it so that home-—canned food in excess of the amount required f 
particular meal could be conveniently covered and put back in the refriger 
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Please check your preference: 


’R h, | 
Consumers esearch, inc. 
Washington N. J. I enclose $5.00 (Canada & foreign, $5.50) for 

’ one year’s subscription to Consumers’ Re- 

; search Bulletin monthly (12 issues) AND the 

Please enter my order as checked. It is under- forthcoming 1952-53 Annual Cumulative Bulle 
stood that my handling of any CR material which tin when it is ready in September 1952. 
is marked ‘‘The analyses of commodities, products, 

P ie . .. 8 4 New Renewal 
or merchandise appearing in this issue of the Con- 
sumers’ Research Bulletin are for the sole informa- , 
tion of Consumers’ Research subscribers” will be I enclose $3 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for one 
. tes. > 2 : . -- year’s subscription to Consumers’ Research 
in accordance with that direction. Bulletin monthly (12 issues 


in nua 


— 


New Renewal 
BEGIN SUBSCRIPT 
I enclose $3.25 (Canada & foreign, $3.50) for 
a subscription to the forthcoming 1952-53 
Annual Cumulative Bulletin alone when it is 
ready in September 1952. 


NAME 


STREET 
I enclose $2.00 (Canada & foreign, $2.25) for 
CITY & ZONE . a copy of the forthcoming 1952-53 Annual 
Cumulative Bulletin when it is ready in Septem- 
ber 1952. Since I am a subscriber to Consumers’ 
BUSINESS OR PROFESSION Research Bulletin (12 issues), | am entitled to 
R-3-5 the special rate. 
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ratings 


, 
releases of ser 


Bach: Passion Joh Robert Shaw Chorale 

soloists, etc., ut , ‘ RCA Victor LM 6103 

$17.16. This, t rst composed of Bach's four Passion 

now ranked next to his St. Mattheu The over-all impressior 
t f is favorable though not all o! 

to Mack Harrell. Chorus and orchestra 


rect s never stodgy but ts rarely 


rt he perlormance 


and brilliant but 
horal passages would improve 
Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording A 


Berg: Wozseck. Harrell, Farrell, Jagel, etc., and New York 
Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra under Mitropoulos 4 
sides. Columbia SL 118 $10.90 Tragic, modern opera 

tter e formidable idiom of Schénberg. Recorded at a 
l It has fewer flaws 


oncert performance recordings The cast is ex 


th 


rformance in Carnegie Hall 


tion appears to be based on a finely studied 

And the recording is good, too, though 

) iter dit minent orchestra would 
help Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 

Brahms: Symphony No. 2 rlir hilharmonic Orchestra 
under Jochum Decca DL 966 5 or three movements 
this distinguished work gets t t it needs and 
l it sentimental 
espe ally in the highs 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 


Debussy: La Mer & Mendelssohn: Midsummer Night 
Dream Musi NBC Symphony Orchestra under Toscanin 
RCA Victor LM 1221. $5.75 
ev jorful t in the colorful Debussy sea score T he 
Me Issohn perform " n 78's some years ago, has 
al Debussy 


Toscanini seems to produce 


s elegant musk 
Mendelssohn 
frequency control im 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording B 
Prandelli, Piccini, Colomlx 
etra-Soria 1222. $11.90. The 
gue in Russia during the Czaris 


between a princess and a 


way a ttn 


sounds 


sing to the 

ting of Mario Rossi is « 
orchestra is thin and narrow 
orded Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording A 
Lal 1 ignole Heifetz (violin) with the RCA 
\ Symphony hest under Steinberg RCA \ " 
LM 127 uite f ‘ f tra which de 

lighted 1 ‘ t t ar ot ot ; si 

rmonized 1 


played 


Excellent recording w 
Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 
La ulig intasqs Royal Opera House Or 
$3.85. Respighi's 


irratl mr t o roi nelodies up to lively ballet 


Rossini: 


chestra under 


music for tl ller group and joyous listening for 
phonop : Played h commendable verve Brilliantly 

Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 
Rossini: Siabat uf hoeffler, Dermota, Steingruber 
Herrmann, et ' Sternberg. Oceanic OCS 24. $5.95 
works is this ” 


recorded 


\mong Rossin ates opera tic sacred 


1A indicates highly recommended; A 


rious music are heard, space narrows comment, g 


a »>mmended 
high ratings 


recommen 1: 


Perforn with Schoeffler and Dermota 


listortion the recording of 
pass iges Soloists well re 

Interpretation AA 

Fidelity of Recording B 

Schumann: Carne Columbia 
ML 4452. $5.45 of t wid it plano composi 
tions Unfortunate ors pl w lacks some of the 
grace, fluidity, aad rom - ial hers Piano recor 

ing just about t t heard on LP's 
Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


broke 
corde: 
Febru if 
delss« r n Z the touching tare 
ll sy n tional ‘ for Lehmann ad« 
Interpretation A 
Fidelity of Recording A 


17th Performing Society 
gro ALG 3038. $5.95. Works of Gibbons, 
vely sung by a er p of nine Wide 
{ the inner bands 


Century Purcel 


s a minor fault 
\llegro disks 

Interpretation AA 
Fidelity of Recording AA 


/ new 


Imm 1 

LP's und r tit pr tg 1 most 
” erpretation 
today) 
T 1035 


Caruso 


nd fick \ t " pr h est of 


yombined 
90,000 n- 
for many 
1 new LP 


“mn Thund torm Sounds of Our 
~ Ridgeway Station 


for high 


" n some quarters 
le, Rail Dynamics, was 
ekskill, N.Y 


: trucks, Couplings 
, ee 


Pe 


OTHER HIGHLY RECOMMENDED LP’S 
for performance and for fidelity 


ALLEGRO Telemann: Four 
Hartt | Testa \L¢, 3039 
BARTOK RECORDS Bartok: | 
with the New Symp! y Orchestr 
n BRS 309 
Beethoven: String QOuar Op 
No. 3. Ne Music String Quartet 
COLUMBIA Rimsky-Korsakov: 
Franck: Le Chasseur Maudi R 
chestra under Bex imon MI 4454 
DECCA Bach: S: rio Sonata 
on DX 114 
Brahms: Ouin 
Fine \rts Quar 
Hindemith: 
chestra, Berlis 
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